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Preface
Dear Reader,

Tourism is a multi-faceted phenomenon, which involves movement to and stays in
destinations outside the normal place of residence. Man has been a confirmed traveller since
ancient times - a nomad - as travelling has been a characteristic feature of human society and
lifestyle. The excursions made by travellers help to discover the new places around the globe.
Travel in early times is synonymous with the modern day tourism. Tourism is an ever -
expanding service industry with latent vast growth potential and has, therefore, become one of
the crucial concern of not only the nations but also international as a whole. It is being perceived
as an important instrument of economic development. The two aspects of tourism - its capacity
to generate employment both directly as well as indirectly, and its potential to earn had
international for the host country - have made this industry greatly desirable for all concerned:
governments, entrepreneurs and people in general. It has come, therefore, increasingly to
occupy a place of important not only for the business sector but also for the concerned academic
and management institutions. The main elements in the process of tourism are man, space and
time. In fact, in a significant sense, it is new of the most of the influential phenomenon in the
economic and social development of society. There is hardly another economic sector, which
generate as many added values, employment and foreign exchange and that also at such a low
cost as tourism. The economic significance of tourism is well brought out by the statistics/
figures of the world tourism and travel council (WTTC) and John Naisbaittin his book ‘Global
Paradox’ as it contributes 10.2% to world GDP, 10.7% of capital investment, employs 10.6%
of global work force, accounts for 10.9% of all consumer spending and 6.9% of all government
spending.

May this book inspire you to embark on your own odyssey through the enchanting
realms of India's tourism treasures, leaving footprints of appreciation, understanding, and
respect in your wake.

This book is a celebration of India's journey towards becoming a global tourism
powerhouse while embracing the values of inclusivity, environmental stewardship, and cultural
authenticity. It is a testament to the passion and dedication of countless individuals,
organizations, and policymakers who have contributed to shaping India's tourism narrative and
positioning it on the world stage.

Dr. Jaimini C. Solanki,
Dr. Apexa N. Pandya, and
Prof. Jitandra D. Vihol
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A Study on Religious Tourism and Economic Development of India
Dr. Dilipkumar Chunilal Patel
Assistant Professor (Adhyapak Sahayak)
Akhand Anand Arts & Commerce College, Surat
Abstract

This Research Article Title “A Study on Religious Tourism and Economic
Development of India” This article under the Study of Growth of foreign tourist arrivals and
foreign exchange earnings into India through the Indian tourism industry. The information
needed for this research article has been received from only secondary data. This data collected
by researcher various book, Journal, Magazine and Government Websites also. It also shares
of the Indian Tourism Industry in the World in general. The Research Suggests Measures for
increasing the growth of foreign tourist in India. Tourist arrivals and foreign exchange earnings
in India through tourism Industry. This Research study wills help the Tourism Industries
Develop in India. It gives suggestion to Better Improvement.

India Introduction of Tourism

WTO has taken the concept of ,tourism™ beyond a stereo type image of ,holiday
making". The official accepted definition in the report is: “Tourism comprises the activities of
persons travelling to and staying in places outside their usual environment not for leisure,
business and other purposes”.

WTO has classified three types of tourism-

a) Domestic Tourism:

b) Inbound Tourism:

c) Outbound Tourism:
These three basic forms of tourism can be in turn being combined to derive
three categories of tourism.

e Internal Tourism: This comprises domestic and inbound tourism.
e National Tourism: domestic and outbound tourism.
e International Tourism: inbound and outbound tourism.
Types of Tourism in India:
All types of tourism in India have registered impressed growth in the last decade
ever since the Indian Government decided to boost revenues from the tourism sector by

projecting India as the ultimate tourist spot.
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Adventure tourism
Wildlife tourism
Medical tourism
Pilgrimage tourism
Eco tourism

Cultural tourism

Why Religious tourism:

Religious tourism is when a person travels to a pilgrimage site primarily based on their

religious belief. These travelers perform pilgrimage as a way to worship and enjoy salvation.

Religious tourism usually involves followers of particular faiths visiting locations that some

people

regard as holy sites. In many instances, religious tourists journey to these sites on the

anniversaries of events that are of importance to followers of specific religions.

Various Famous Religious Tourism places:

1.

© o N o g Bk~ w DN
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Ayodhya Ram Mandir

Vaishno Devi Temple, Jammu Kashmir

Sun Temple in Konark, Odisha

Tirumala Venkateswara Temple in Tirupati, Andhra Pradesh
Dargah Gharib Nawaz in Ajmer, Rajasthan

Rishikesh, Uttarakhand

Vrindavaan, Uttar Pradesh

Rameshwaram, Tamil Nadu

Hampi, Karnataka

. Bodhgaya, Bihar

. Karni Mata Temple, Rajasthan

. Thousand Pillar Temple, Telangana
. Golden Temple Amritsar, Punjab
. Jagannath Temple in Puri, Odisha
. Ranakpur Temple, Rajasthan

. Hemkund Sahib, Uttarakhand

. Elankanni Church, Tamil Nadu

. Varanasi, Uttar Pradesh

. Dwarka, Gujarat

. Badrinath Dham, Uttarakhand
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21. Madurai, Tamil Nadu

22. Shirdi, Maharashtra

23. Omkareshwar and Mamleshwar Temple, MP
Review of Literature

Naucratis Sharma (2013)? in their article “Economic Growth of Tourism Industry in
India” Tourism is a very well-known word from last many decades. Tourism is the world’s
most rapidly growing industry all over the world. India has lots of natural, historical, cultural
resources with an immense amount of fascinating mountains, seas and deserts. Today tourism
is the largest service industry in India, with a contribution of 6.23% to the national GDP and
providing 8.78% of the total employment.

Pail Holder*(2007)*Rural Tourism — Challenges and Opportunities” This paper

attempts to probe the impact of marketing of rural tourism in India, rural tourism can help in
shaping our society. It can have both positive and negative impacts on rural as well as urban
communities. There is a scope of rural tourism in India. Rural Tourism can develop a win-win
situation for both the rural and urban communities. If a proper marketing plan is done rural
tourism, it could bring lots of benefit to our society.
Abhijit Das (2013)*in their article “Growth and Prospects of Cultural Tourism in North Bengal
(W.B) India with Special Reference to Malta District: A Study of Tourism and Recreational
Geography.” This study has been conducted in the context of socio-economic issues,
environmental issues, and sustainable livelihood issues. For this analysis the sample size was
restricted to 200 respondents. In the conclusion part discussed about data collected from diverse
sources to draw meaningful solution and figure out suggestion for promotion of tourism
industry.

Jetsam Pays (2006)!! ™ their article “Tourism Employment (An Analysis of Foreign
Tourism in India)” the paper is as much about the estimates as it is about the methodology that
we have used in arriving at these estimates for tourism which is a composite sector.
Employment coefficients for the tourism sector in India are estimated to be 584 in 1993 94
and 393 in 2004-05.

Dr. Dines Das (2012) 2 in the research article “Tourism Industry in North-East Indian
States: Prospects and Problems” This paper makes an attempt to explore the potentiality from
North-East Indian states which will maintain a bright prospect of economic development in

terms of tourism industry in near future.
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Research Methodology

Objectives of the study:

The objectives of the present study are:

1
2
3

To study impact of Religious tourism the growth of Foreign tourist arrivals.

To study Foreign exchange earnings in Indian Tourism Industry.

To Valuable Contribution of Indian Tourism Industry and the World and especially the
Asian and Pacific region.

To Comparative study year by year the level of stability of the India Tourism in foreign
tourist arrivals, Foreign exchange earnings, and domestic tourist visits in India and
Indian tourists going to Foreign Country.

To suggest measures improvement for policy and increasing the growth of foreign
tourist arrivals and to increase foreign exchange earning of India as a direct result of

tourism.

Research Methodology:

The study was based on a range of only secondary data collected from various

government website sources such as the Ministry of Tourism, and Statistical department of

India on the Government of India, the World Tourism Organization (WTO) and other Tourism

relevant websites. In order to study the Particular objectives, statistical tools like Compound

Annual Growth Rate. The study concerned the growth and stability of India tourism.

Parameters like foreign tourist arrivals into India, foreign exchange earnings, domestic tourist

visits within India and Indian tourists going Foreign Country were all carefully researcher’s

analyzed.

Source of Information:

1.

2
3
4.
5
6
7

Local articles from newspaper.

Other documents related to the study will be used:
Newspaper

Monthly Magazine

Books/literature/research papers/articles etc.
Internet: Government various Department Websites

Research conducted by other state tourism board
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VEAR | ARRIVELS Gender Distribution (%)
Male | Female Not reported
2015 8027133 59.3 40.7 0.0
2016 8804411 594 40.6 0.0
2017 10035803 59.4 40.5 0.01*
2018 10557976 58.6 414 0.01
2019 10930355 | 58.9 41.1 0.0
2020 2744766 57.8 42.2 0.0
2021 1527114 59.7 40.3 0.0

Source: Bureau of Immigration, India, *: transgender.

Nbound Tourism: Foreign Tourist Arrivals (Ftas), Arrivals of Non-Resident
Indians (Nris) And International Tourist Arrivals (Itas) 2015 To 2021.

Source: Bureau of Immigration, Govt. of India

ETAS i India Percentage (%)| NRIs arrivals [Percentage (%) |International Percentage (%)

Y ear (in Million) Change over | inIndia(in |Change over ([Tourist Arrivals in [Change over
Previous year | Million) Previous year |India (in Million) [Previous year

2015 8.03 4.6 0. 74 0.7 13.76 5.0

2016 8.80 0.6 6.22 8.4 15.03 0.2

2017 |10.04 14.1 6.77 8.8 16.81 11.8

2018 |10.56 5.2 6.87 1.5 17.42 3.6

2019 |10.93 3.5 6.98 1.6 17.91 2.8

2020 [2.74 -74.9 3.59 -48.6 6.33 -64.7

2021 |1.52 -44.5 5.48 52.6 7.00 10.6
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Top 15 Source Countries for Ftas in India During 2020 & 2021
Rank |Country FTAsIn % Share|Rank| Country FTAsIn % Share
Indiain 2020 | in 2020 Indiain 2021| in 2021
1 Bangladesh 549273 20 1 | United States of 429860 28.1
America
2 United States of 394092 14.4 2 | Bangladesh 240554 15.8
America
3 United Kingdom 291874 10.6 3 | United Kingdom 164143 10.7
4 Canada 122868 4.5 4 | Canada 80437 53
5 Russian Federation 102166 3.7 5 | Nepal 52544 3.4
6 Australia 86758 3.2 6 | Afghanistan 36451 24
7 France 74243 2.7 7 | Australia 33864 2.2
8 Germany 72558 2.6 8 | Germany 33772 2.2
9 Malaysia 69897 25 9 | Portugal 32064 2.1
10 Sri Lanka 68646 2.5 10 | France 30374 2.0
11 Thailand 52626 1.9 11 | Maldives 26571 1.7
12 Japan 48191 1.8 12 | Sri Lanka 25989 1.7
13 Afghanistan 47561 1.7 13 | Russian 17567 1.2
Federation
14 Nepal 40822 15 14 |lIraq 16213 11
15 China 39586 14 15 | Netherlands 15631 1.0
Total top 15 2061161 75.1 Top 15 countries 1236034 80.9
countries
Other countries 683605 24.9 Other countries 291080 19.1
Grand total 2744766 100 Grand total 1527114 100.0

Source: Bureau of Immigration, India
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Foreign Exchange Earnings from Tourism in India During 1991, 2001, 2011 & 2021

Year FEE in¥ terms FEE in US$ terms
ZCrore | % Change over previous year| US $ Million | % Change over previous year

1991 4318 - 1861 -
2001 15083 -35 3198 -7.6
2011 83036 255 17707 22.2
2012 95607 15.1 17971 15
2013 107563 12.5 18397 2.4
2014 120367 11.9 19700 7.1
2015 134844 12.0 21013 6.7
2016 154146 14.3 22923 9.1
2017 177874 154 27310 19.1
2018 194881 9.6 28586 4.7
2019 211661 8.6 30058 5.1
2020 50136 -76.3 6958 -76.9
2021 65070 29.8 8797 26.4

Findings and Suggestion

Findings:

w= FTASs in India according to gender during 2021 are given in While the proportion of female
for most of the countries is in the range of 30% to 50%, for some countries like Turkey, China
and Pakistan, it was substantially low (less than 30%) in 2021. On the other hand, females
outnumbered the males in FTAs in India from countries like Thailand (59.4%), Kazakhstan
(56.3%), UAE (52.1), Mauritius (49.3%), Maldives (49.1%), U.S.A. (46.0%), Canada
(45.9%), Netherlands (45.8%), Iran (45.7%) and Bhutan (45.7%)

= NRI arrivals have registered 52.6% growth in 2021 over 2020. The International Tourist
Arrivals in India has registered annual growth of 10.6% in 2021 over 2020, respectively.
The month-wise break up of NRIs arrival and International Tourist Arrivals in India during
2019 -2021 along with the growth rates are given in respectively.

= The share of these 15 countries in total FTAs in India shows a generally increasing trend
from 1981. This share, which was 49.6% in 1981, increased to 75.1% in 2019 and 80.9%
in 2021.

= The month-wise FEEs from tourism and corresponding percentage change over previous
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years during 2019-2021 in ¥ terms and US$ terms are given in Tables 2.11.2 and 2.11.3,

respectively.

Suggestion

v

Religious tourism should be a very important of Indian tourism. At the Same Time
Religious tourism for sustainable livelihoods must be encouraged.

India should make the most of its developed to natural resources and labor to develop
not only traditional products but also nontraditional products of tourism India.
Tourism Department should promote and develop the tourism in the new potential
places, the state govt. should give the priority to create and provide the infrastructure
as well as basic amenities at all such places according to the urgent needs and
requirement of tourists.

First priority should be given in order to provide the better transport facilities with good
frequency including lodging, boarding and accommodation with reasonable rates.
Apart from it trained guides should be appointed at tourist places for projecting the best
image of the country by providing the actual information of the tourist destinations and
caring for the safety of tourists including to ensure their pleasant stay.

Good hotels, restaurants and guest houses should also be developed at all such potential
places by providing all sort of facilities like electricity, drinking water, air conditioners,
television, internet, computers and other important items and equipment to update the
tourist with all the latest information’s regarding the tourist places.

Education, research and training are the wheel of tourism. Human resource
management should be given priority. Importance should be given to inductive research
on historical importance and contemporary relevance. Tour operators, guides must
develop a good performance with tourists. From touring to learn we should move to
learning to tour.

To make more developed such areas, the state govt. with the help of central govt.
various types of tourisms should be established like to developed Garden and zoo parks,
golf course, rope car and boat houses, keeping in mind, the geographical, socio-
economic and environmental conditions of these tourist places.

The Govt. of India and the concerned States Govt. Should provide the maximum
additional funds to improve the road connectivity mainly in and around tourist places
of importance like National Highways and Airport to heritage sites and important

tourist places.
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v Road connectivity connection the role of State Government is very much appreciable
and the Government is providing all sorts of facilities in order to strengthen the road
connectivity in and around such places.

v' The promotion for tourism in Abroad / Overseas more should be given to the publicity
through media, Newspaper, radio channel, leading print publications, T.V. Channels,
Information Technology and Internet to popularize world heritage sites including
tourist centers of India including India.

Visa on arrival: Such type of facility should be provided India to those countries from

where maximum tourist comes to India to earn more foreign exchange.

Conclusion:

The Religious Tourism and Economic development in India are satisfied, overall, as
the foreign tourism growth measures the positive effects of globalization and at the same time
reduce its adverse effects. The trade balance and government accounts are in a better position,
owing to the additional receipts from tourism. The ongoing growth of India tourism also
reduces the government’s burdens. Some Steps should be initiated to maintain the consistency
in the growth patterns of the Indian tourism industry. Growth should of course, be incremental
and should be initiated by the Government, as well as public and private agencies. Together
they can cooperate to the facilities and provide the necessary tools to support the different idea
of the tourism industry. Special suggest must be undertaken to promote Religious tourism India
if it is to achieve a suitable level of sustainability in the global competitive world of tourism.
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Abstract:

Religion has been one of the oldest reasons for travel in India. While the tourism and
hospitality industries are important to the India’s GDP, leisure travel, specifically makes up a
significant part of the tourism market. Religious tourism in India has evolved into a formidable
economic force, with Government of India spearheading the Temple Economy. From the
sacred city of Kashi to the historical Ayodhya, temples are no longer just places for prayer;
they are bustling hubs driving economic growth and transforming lives. The prospects of
religious tourism in India are promising, with potential benefits for various sectors and a
significant impact on the country's economy and job market. The present study aims to
demonstrate the significance of religious tourism and its impact on the India economy.
Religious tourism provides a sacred and spiritual environment that has the potential to shape
the motivational state of individuals searching for cultural and religious landmarks and
destinations to support their spiritual well-being. Hence, it is imperative to maintain close
relationships between religion, culture, and tourism as they play a crucial role in promoting
spirituality and human development, particularly in the context of economic development.
Keywords: religion; religious tourism; development;

Introduction:

Religious tourism has emerged as a booming market in India, according to the Delhi
based National Council for Applied Economic Research (NCAER) which shows that of the
230 million tourist trips undertaken in India, the largest proportion is made up of religious
pilgrimages. Undertaken by both rural and urban Indians, they outnumber leisure holidays in
hill stations, getaways to sea beaches and even trips to metropolitan cities. As many as 23
million people visited Tirupati, a temple town near the southern tip of India to catch a glimpse
of'a deity known as Lord Balaji. Tirupati’s annual list of pilgrims is higher than the total number
of travellers visiting Mumbai, Delhi, Bangalore and Kolkata put together. In the northern state
of Jammu and Kashmir 17.2 million devotees trek uphill for 15 km to pay respects to a female

goddess called Vaishno Devi. According to Ministry of Tourism data, religious tourism
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witnessed 1439 million tourists in 2022 and the places of religious tourism earned X1.34 lakh
crore in the same year. The sector is expected to generate a revenue of 59 billion by 2028,
creating 140 million temporary & permanent jobs by 2030.

What is religious tourism?

Religious tourism is one of the earliest forms of tourism and represents a significant,
evolving, growing, and increasingly diverse sector of the global tourism market. Religious
tourism has taken place since the dawn of civilization. Pilgrims travelled to pay homage to the
sacred places and their guardians throughout the world. Religion has influenced and shaped
man’s thoughts and philosophies since the dawn of civilization. Man’s journey in quest of
religious ideologies began since then. The exodus of the Jews in search of the Holy land has
become a legend and finds an important place in Biblical reference.

A spiritual desire to see a site of religious renown initiated religious tourism. The visit
to legendary shrines and temples is considered as a holy act a tourist engages in his life span.
It is more than just a visit but is a spiritual quest. It is driven by faith, an ardent soul-searching
mission at the altar of God no matter what form of religion he advocates.

Religious tourism can be classified under the broad heads like faith-oriented
expeditions, holy pilgrimages, missionary travels and leisure holidays. According to the World
Tourism Organization, the world’s most important religious destinations see an approximate
visit by around 300 to 350 million pilgrims annually. The most important driving force to
inspire religious tourism is the intensity of faith. A religious site is a destination looked upon
by tourists with great wonder and respect. At times, scientific explanations and logic fail to
answer a crisis and seeking a solution at the altar of god seems the last resort. This infuses hope
and a need for a sacred trip inspiring religious tourism.

Religion and tourism are interlinked with each other. Early tourism was in the form of
visiting religious pilgrimages such as Christians travelling to Jerusalem and Muslims to Mecca
and Hindus to Kedarnath and Amarnath. Pilgrimage has always been one of the dominant
factors for motivating people to travel. Tracing back to religious history it is found that major
religions have globally stimulated tourism as a foundation for spreading their own religious

beliefs.
Religious tourism in India:
More than 60 per cent of tourism in India is associated with religious and spiritual

tourism. In recent years, travel in India has witnessed a significant transformation, with

pilgrimage tourism emerging as a popular trend. Holy sites across the country are now
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attracting devotees in unprecedented numbers. The surge is coming from both: devotees from
all parts of India as well as devotees from across the globe. There is no doubt that faith-based
tourism is a revenue-generator for India, estimated at 902 million U.S. dollars in 2022,
approximately accounting for 6 to 11 percent of the global faith-based travel market.

India is a land of pilgrimage. Travel for religious purposes has been there from the most
ancient times. Practically, all religions — Hindu, Buddhism, Jainism and Sikhism have their
major and minor pilgrimage centres in different parts of the country. There are also centres of
Sufism, churches and mosques which are visited by millions. In fact, to a majority of domestic
tourists in India pilgrimage has always been the main motivation. In our country all major
temples, shrines and sacred spots are found scattered all along major riverbanks or in the hills.
Beside these temples and shrines a huge number of religious melas are held all across India
over the years such as Kumbh Mela, Makar Sankranti, Pongal, Eid-Ul-Fitr, Shivaratri and
Baisakhi etc.

Contribution of Religious Tourism to India‘'s Economy:
> In 2022,14.33 crore Indians and 64.4 lakh foreign tourists visited temples and
pilgrimages. (Ministry of Tourism Data)
» This generated an income of 1.35 lakh crore at these pilgrimage places.
» The total contribution of religious and pilgrimage tourism constitutes 60 per cent of
total domestic tourism.
> It was nearly Rs 11 lakh crores, given a total contribution of more than Rs19
lakh crores in 2022-23 (That is, 7 per cent of GDP at current prices in 2022-23) by
tourism.
Effect of Religious Tourism on Indian economy:

Tourism, as a cross-sectoral activity, has a great impact on the economic, social, cultural
and political dimensions of countries. In terms of economic importance, tourism is considered
as a smoke-free industry that has the greatest ability to replace other income-generating
industries. This industry works especially for countries that have a single product economy.
Religious tourism, as an economic, social and cultural reality has the following tasks and
functions in the society: mental recovery, peace of mind, enjoying the spiritual atmosphere,
observing different manifestations of pilgrimage customs and traditions, spiritual products,
fertility, the occupation of knowing spiritual culture, reviving national pride, having cultural
heritage, knowing life and how to build self-confidence. Cultural practices including,

preservation of cultural resources, cultural convergence, cultural exchanges, cultural capital
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growth are among the most important functions and effects of religious tourism in society.
Religious tourism can be a source of economic and spiritual value for any country (Vukonic
2002). In fact, tourism can affect economic growth and development by contributing to income,
improving the local economy, increasing job opportunities, improving investment, developing

infrastructure and increasing tax revenue and attracting capital.

Tourism costs Tourism benefits
E n f publi - Income and
xp-e ges o. public B come a
institutions employment
Overcrowding, cultural Promotion of cultural
damage, opposition Social and recreational
local residents opportunities
Increasing pollution, Financial incentives
erosion of tourist Environment to protect the
attractions environment

FIGURE 1: Advantages and disadvantages of tourism.
Economic impact and Job Creation:

According to World Travel & Tourism Council (WTTC) travel and tourism (including
its direct, indirect and induced impacts) accounted for 1 in 4 of all new jobs created across the
world, 10.3% of all jobs (333 million), and 10.3% of global GDP ($9.6 trillion) in 2019.
Meanwhile, international visitor spending amounted to $1.8 trillion or 6.8% of total exports.

According to WTTC, tourism contributed about 7% or 15723.3 billion to the Indian
GDP in 2019. The sector employed 40.1 million people accounting for about 8.4% of India’s
total employment. Even if religious tourists account for a third of the total tourists their
contribution to GDP or employment generation seems quite significant.

From the economic point of view, religious tourism is a great revenue earner. It generates
employment at the site and leads to the growth of ancillary business connected with religion -
promoting general upliftment of the economy of the religious site.

From the standpoint of being a revenue earner to a country’s tourism industry, the
religious tourism niche offers contributions at a commendable scale. Holy visits to Balaji
Tirupati temple in southern part of India pour in heaps of gold donated by the devout tourists
to the tune of several million dollars. Religious tourism is thus a pillar of strength for a nation’s
economy.

The Kumbh Mela 2019 was estimated to have generated revenue of 1.2 lakh crore for

Uttar Pradesh according to a report by the apex industry body Confederation of Indian
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Industry. Although the Kumbh Mela is spiritual and religious in nature, the economic activities
associated with it generate employment for over six lakh workers across various sectors (ClI
report).

The travel and hospitality sector, particularly in Ayodhya, has experienced a surge in
job creation, adding 20,000 jobs in the last six months. Projections indicate that an additional
25,000 jobs will be generated annually in this sector alone. The positive spillover effects are
anticipated to extend beyond tourism, influencing the broader economy of the cities hosting
religious sites.

Tourism Hub:

India, with its rich history, diverse culture, and natural beauty, has the potential to turn
all district into a tourism hub. Collaborative efforts between districts, state governments, the
central government, and the private sector can translate this potential into reality. By leveraging
the unique offerings of each district, India aims to become the premier global tourism
destination.

Investment Opportunities:

The rapidly growing Indian tourism sector presents lucrative investment opportunities.
The government's focus on showcasing the strength of India's religions and philosophies to the
world aligns with the exponential possibilities for the tourism sector. As the largest service
industry in the country, tourism holds the key to driving employment, export earnings, and
regional development.

Promoting Sustainable Development Through Religious Tourism:

Religious tourism can play a pivotal role in sustainable development by integrating
economic, social, and environmental aspects. A study emphasizes the need for comprehensive
planning, including awareness generation and tapping niche segments like heritage and
spiritual tourism. India can utilize its rich cultural heritage and natural resources to develop
eco-friendly and sustainable infrastructure, promoting local handicrafts, and cuisine, and
creating employment opportunities for local communities.

Ensuring Benefits for Local Communities:

To ensure that religious tourism benefits local communities and preserves the cultural
heritage of the region, collaboration with locals is crucial. Inclusive tourism planning,
involving local communities, can lead to equitable sharing of benefits. The government and
private sector can focus on eco-friendly tourism packages, emphasizing responsible practices

that contribute positively to the local economy.
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Conclusion:

Considering the increasing importance of religious tourism in the economic and social
development of human societies, and the existence of a special religious attraction can draw
tourists to the region and be effective in the development of that place. To improve Religious
tourism and its economy some important Initiatives need to be taken. Initiatives such as the
renovation of old temples, construction of all types of economy and luxury hotels, expansion
of infrastructure and civic amenities, the establishment of tourist information centers in these
religious and pilgrimage places, and their connectivity with different parts of the country to
reach these places, will boost religious tourism in India. This will increase religious tourism’s
contribution to the Indian economy.
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Abstract:

Religious tourism plays a pivotal role in shaping India's economic landscape, offering
a multifaceted impact on various sectors of the economy. This paper delves into the intricate
web of economic consequences stemming from religious tourism, with a primary focus on
India. The nation, renowned for its diverse religious heritage, experiences a significant influx
of domestic and international tourists seeking spiritual and cultural enrichment.

The economic impact is evident in the tourism sector, where pilgrimage sites such as,
Tirupati, Jagannath Puri, Dwarka and Amritsar draw millions of visitors annually. The influx
of pilgrims stimulates the hospitality industry, leading to the establishment of hotels,
restaurants, and other service-related businesses around these religious centres. This not only
generates employment opportunities but also contributes to the growth of ancillary services.

Improved connectivity to religious destinations enhances accessibility, prompting
infrastructural developments such as airports, roads, and railways resulting in profound effect
on the transportation sector. The resultant surge in transportation services not only facilitates
smooth travel for pilgrims but also bolsters regional connectivity, fostering economic
development in previously underserved areas.

Moreover, the retail and handicraft industries thrive as pilgrims often engage in
religious shopping, purchasing souvenirs, and traditional artifacts. Local markets around
religious sites benefit from increased demand, creating a robust market for indigenous
products.

Additionally, the economic impact extends to cultural preservation and heritage
conservation. Increased tourism revenues contribute to the maintenance and restoration of

religious monuments, ensuring the preservation of India's rich cultural and historical legacy.

18| Page


mailto:nameeta.saxena718@gmail.com

ISBN-978-81-971187-9-1
First Edition

In conclusion, religious tourism in India serves as a potent catalyst for economic development,
influencing sectors such as tourism, transportation, hospitality, retail, and cultural preservation.
A comprehensive understanding of these dynamics is essential for policymakers and
stakeholders to harness the full economic potential of religious tourism while addressing
challenges associated with sustainability and responsible tourism management.
Introduction

Religion has influenced and shaped man’s thoughts and philosophies since the dawn of
civilization. A spiritual desire to see a site of religious renown initiated religious tourism.
Religious tourism is one of the earliest forms of tourism and represents a significant, evolving,
growing, and increasingly diverse sector of the Global tourism market. It has been an integral
part of India's cultural fabric for centuries. India, with its rich tapestry of diverse religions and
spiritual traditions, attracts millions of domestic and international tourists seeking solace,
enlightenment, and a connection with the divine. Beyond its cultural and spiritual significance,
religious tourism also plays a crucial role in shaping India's economic landscape.

In the recent times Religious tourism has turned an economic multiplier across the
country.

According to the World Tourism Organization, the world’s most important religious
destinations see an approximate visit by around 300 to 350 million pilgrims annually.

Early tourism was in the form of visiting religious pilgrimages such as Christians
travelling to Jerusalem and Muslims to Mecca and Hindus to Kedarnath and Amaranth but now
the scenario has changed where Religion and tourism are interlinked with each other focussing
on uplifting the economy of the country.

During the 49-day Kumbh Mela in 2019 in Allahabad, a record of 24.01 crore people
visited the Sangam city making it one of the world's largest religious gatherings in the world.
The visitors included 10.30 lakh foreign tourists and estimated to have generated revenue of
Rs.1.2 lakh crore for Uttar Pradesh according to a report by the apex industry body
Confederation of Indian Industry.

Economic impact of religious tourism

Religious tourism holds a significant place in India's tourism sector, with the country
being home to diverse religions and a plethora of sacred sites. The economic impact of religious
tourism in India is profound, influencing various sectors such as hospitality, transportation, and

local businesses.
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According to World Travel & Tourism Council (WTTC) travel and tourism (including
its direct, indirect and induced impacts) accounted for 1 in 4 of all new jobs created across the
world, 10.3% of all jobs (333 million), and 10.3% of global GDP ($9.6 trillion) in 2019.
Meanwhile, international visitor spending amounted to $1.8 trillion or 6.8% of total exports.
(business economy magazine)

It contributed about 7% or "15723.3 billion to the Indian GDP in 2019. The sector
employed 40.1 million people accounting for about 8.4% of India’s total employment. From
the economic point of view, religious tourism is a great revenue earner. It generates
employment at the site and leads to the growth of ancillary business connected with religion -
promoting general upliftment of the economy of the religious site.

From the standpoint of being a revenue earner to a country’s tourism industry, the
religious tourism niche offers contributions at a commendable scale. For instance, the annual
Islamic Hajj brings in around $ 16.5 billion to Saudi Arabia’s exchequer, which is roughly
close to 3% of the country’s GDP.

Citing a few famous religious pilgrims in India let us see the contribution from them in
Indian economy.

The Balaji Tirupati Temple

The Balaji Tirupati temple in Andhra Pradesh in southern India is a pilgrimage and
heritage tourist destination and has been graded as one of the most important, richest, and most
visited pilgrimage places in terms of attracting number of tourists from different parts of the
world in India. The growth percentage of tourists has gradually increased by 12.48%.

It is one of the most ancient pilgrimage places in India with a population of 395.7

thousand people (2020) and an estimated GDP per capita of $.9 thousand. Out of the 358 cities

20| Page



ISBN-978-81-971187-9-1
First Edition

covered in Asia, Tirupati ranks as the 224th most populated, and displays the 345th highest
GDP per capita. It had almost 3 crore devotees visits in 2022 with an offering of heaps of gold,
donated by the devout tourists to the tune of several million dollars.

According to Tirumala Tirupati Devasthanams (TTD) the net worth had reached
nearly Rs3 lakh crore as the 2022. The data also shows that Lord Balaji's Hundi in Tirumala
has an annual income of Rs1,400 crores (4 Jan 2024) which goes in the Govt. treasury after
spending on local expenditure.

Source: https://www.economictimes.com, https://www.quora.com

Vaishnavdevi

The pilgrimage to the cave shrine of Mata Vaishno Devi at Katra in Jammu and
Kashmir has emerged as a big boon for the local economy, generating almost Rs 475 crore
every year and providing employment to 27,000 people.

In financial year 2022, it had 36.4 lakh devotees visits with offerings and donations
contributing to the highest amount toward the income of Shri Mata VVaishno Devi Shrine Board,
valuing to above 1.67 billion Indian rupees.

The temple had received 1.2 tonnes of gold as donations over a period of 5 years and is
estimated to collect Rs500 crores worth of donations every year (12 Apr 2023). The steady
stream of tourists visiting the Temple has also resulted in the development of infrastructure in
the region. The government has taken steps to improve the roads, water supply, and electricity
supply to accommodate the growing number of visitors which has not only improved the
standard of living for the local people but has also created new employment opportunities in
the construction and engineering sectors.

Source: - https://www.eonomictimes.com
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Jagannath Puri

Spread on a wide area of around 3000 sg. km, the district of Puri is one of the famous
pilgrimages of Eastern India. Being a tourist destination. As per the reports, the net worth of
this temple is INR 150 crores, and owns around 30,000 acres of land registered under the name
of Lord Jagannath. (1 Sept 2023)

Puri witness millions of tourists, visitors and devotees from all over the globe every
year and its economy is thriving on Tourism industries to the extent of about 80 percent, while
rest comes from the other two segments being, Handicrafts and the Cottage industries.

The temple is the focal point of the city and provides employment to about 6,000 men
to perform the rituals and provides economic sustenance to around 20,000 people. According

to Colleen Taylor Sen, an author on food and travel, the temple kitchen has 400 cooks serving

food to as many as 100,000 people. According to J Mohapatra, Director, Ind Barath Power
Infra Ltd (IBPIL), the kitchen is the largest and biggest kitchen of the world.

Another most vital factor that affects the economy of Puri is its Handicraft and Cottage
Industry. Also the manufacturer of the textiles, applique work done in the nearby places of Puri
plays an important role in contribution towards the growth and development of the economy
of the district. The delicate silver filigree works are believed to be some of the best art works
in the world. Also the stone carving, bamboo work, the lacquer work made with sea shells and
the artifacts are some of the most popular products of the Cottage and Handicraft Industry of
Puri. providing employment to thousands of people working in these industries along with
heavy revenue to the Govt.

The agro based industries, marine based industries, forestry units, and leather
manufacturing units along with the tourism industry have emerged as revenue earners to the

Govt. of the district in the recent years. Due to the presence of the golden beach on the coast
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of the Bay of Bengal at Puri the Fishing industry has got a great boost and has also been one
of the important factors contributing towards the Economy of Puri.

Source: - https://www.en.wikipedia.org & https://journals-times.com

Dwarka

The Dwarkadhish temple located at Dwarka city of Gujarat, in western India, is one of
the destinations of Char Dham, a Hindu pilgrimage circuit. The temple revenue for the year
2020-21 with a cash income was Rs.6.35 crores, and 409 grams of gold and 19.62 kilograms
of silver. Due to the influx of pilgrims, the demand for hotels have increased with foreign and
domestic tourists visiting Dwarka. According to estimation of the Government of India, 20-25
million, constitutes the NRI, who make regular visits. This has become the market drivers of
growth of economy of Dwarka.

Source: - https://www.dwarkaonline.in

An overall view of Economic Contribution of religious tourism

Contribution to GDP:

According to the NSSO (National Sample Survey Office) survey, the Hindu temple
economy is worth Rs.3.02 lakh crore, or about $40 billion and 2.32 percent of GDP. Religious
travel costs Rs. 2,717 per day/person, social travel costs Rs. 1,068 per day/person, and
educational travel costs Rs. 2,286 per day/person. This equates to a daily expenditure of
Rs.1316 crore and an annual expenditure of Rs.4.74 lakh crore on religious travel.

Religious tourism makes a substantial contribution to India's Gross Domestic Product
(GDP). In 2022, 14.33 crore Indians and 64.4 lakh foreign tourists visited temples and
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pilgrimages. (Ministry of Tourism Data). This generated an income of 1.35 lakh crore at these
pilgrimage places.

The influx of pilgrims and tourists stimulates economic activities such as transportation,
accommodation, food services, and retail. Share of total religious tourism is estimated at 60 per
cent of total domestic tourism, while 11 per cent of foreign tourists in India. Out of the total
contribution of more than Rs.19 lakh crores in 2022-23, about Rs.11 lakh crores, (that is, 7 per
cent of GDP at current prices in 2022-23) came from tourism. (10 Jun 2023)

The government’s plans to attract FDI worth more than $100 billion, creating 100
million jobs in the tourism industry.

Contribution to employment:

One of the significant benefits of religious tourism is its role in employment generation.
According to Ministry of Tourism Data, religious tourism witnessed 1439 million tourists in
2022 and the places of religious tourism earned Rs.1.34 lakh crore the same year. Tourism
sector gives employment to more than 39 million people amounting to a share of 8.78 per cent
in India’s total employment

The financial contributions from the tourists have a cascading effect on the local and
regional economies, boosting trade and creating employment opportunities.

The demand for services related to religious tourism results in the creation of jobs in
various sectors. This includes jobs in transportation, hospitality, retail, and tour guiding. The
demand for accommodations, transportation, and local services increases, providing a boost to
various sectors and supporting livelihoods.

Infrastructure Development:

The consistent flow of religious tourists necessitates robust infrastructure to
accommodate their needs. To cater to the increasing numbers, governments and local
authorities often invest in improving transportation networks, enhanced amenities and
constructing better roads, airports, and railway stations. Additionally, there is a push for the
development of hotels, guesthouses, and other accommodation facilities. This focus on
infrastructure development not only enhances the religious tourism experience but also leaves
a lasting impact on the overall socio-economic development of the region and stimulates
economic growth.

Cultural and Heritage Conservation:
Religious sites in India are often intertwined with rich cultural and historical

significance. The economic benefits derived from religious tourism contribute to the
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conservation and maintenance of these sites. Revenue generated from entrance fees and
donations is often channelled into the preservation of architectural marvels, artworks, and
cultural heritage, ensuring their longevity for future generations.

Foreign Exchange Earnings:

Religious tourism significantly contributes to foreign exchange earnings in India. Over
the years, India’s rankings on major global indices such as the World Travel and Tourism
Competitiveness Report (WEF) and the UNWTO Tourism Barometer have steadily improved.
As a result, the Indian government intends to attract FDI worth more than US$100 billion over
the next few years. International pilgrims bring foreign currency, and the money spent on
accommodations, transportation, and souvenirs directly contributes to the country's foreign
reserves. This influx of foreign exchange not only supports the local economy but also
strengthens the national economic position strengthening the Govt. treasury.

Promotion of Handicrafts and Local Industries:

Religious tourism serves as a catalyst for the promotion of local handicrafts. Pilgrims
often seek souvenirs and religious artifacts as memorabilia from their spiritual journeys. This
creates a market for local artisans and craftsmen who produce traditional handicrafts, religious
artifacts, and cultural products. The economic impact extends to small businesses and cottage
industries that thrive on the demand generated by religious tourists. This symbiotic relationship
between religious tourism and local industries contributes to the preservation of traditional
crafts and skills.

It provides a platform to show case indigenous traditional products. Local artisans
benefit from the increased demand for religious paraphernalia, contributing to the growth of
cottage industries, preservation of traditional craftsmanship and a sustainable livelihood to
artisans.

Digitalization and Marketing:

The advent of digital platforms has revolutionized the way religious tourism is
promoted. In the digital age, religious tourism has embraced technology to enhance visitor
experiences and reach a wider audience. Virtual tours, online booking platforms, and digital
marketing strategies play a crucial role in attracting tourists and promoting religious
destinations. Social media platforms provide a space for pilgrims and tourists to share their
experiences, creating a virtual community that further promotes religious tourism. This digital
transformation not only makes information more accessible but also contributes to the

economic growth of the sector.
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Challenges and Opportunities:

While religious tourism brings numerous economic benefits, it also poses challenges
such as environmental concerns, infrastructural strain, and potential cultural degradation.
Sustainable tourism practices, community engagement, and responsible tourism initiatives can
address these challenges, ensuring that the economic impact is positive and balanced.

1. Overcrowding at popular religious sites can lead to environmental degradation, strain
on local resources, and inadequate infrastructure. To harness the full potential of
religious tourism, sustainable practices and responsible tourism initiatives are essential.

2. Governments and local authorities must strike a balance between reaping economic
benefits and ensuring the long-term preservation of cultural and natural resources.

3. To maximize the economic impact of religious tourism, there is a growing emphasis on
diversifying the tourism offerings around religious sites. Integrated tourism circuits that
include historical and cultural attractions, adventure tourism, and wellness retreats need
to be developed. This approach not only enhances the overall tourist experience but
also creates new avenues for economic growth. Digital Transformation and Marketing.

Conclusion:

Religious tourism in India stands as a powerful economic force, weaving together
spirituality, culture, and commerce. The economic impact of religious tourism extends far and
wide, influencing various sectors and fostering holistic development which extends beyond the
immediate pilgrimage sites, influencing regional development, employment generation,
promotion of local industries and hospitality industries and an overall economic prosperity.
Additionally, religious tourism can serve as a tool for socioeconomic and cultural development,
promoting sustainability and responsible tourism practices. As India continues to position itself
as a global tourist destination, the economic benefits of religious tourism will play a pivotal

role in shaping the nation's future.
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The Government of India further expects that there will be substantial increase in total
number of tourists in the coming years and the growth rate is expected to increase by 1.5%.
Robust increase in religious tourism will subsequently increase the levels of income and the
overall economic growth of the region.
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Abstract

A type of tourism that is mainly or entirely motivated by faith is known as religious
tourism. Possibly the most well-known kind of tourism is this one. Another way to refer to it
is spiritual tourism. It is a form of tourism in which people go on pilgrimages, on missions, or
just for fun, either alone or in groups. In India, religious tourism has a bright future. India is
wonderfully blessed with historic temples and sacred celebrations. India is the birthplace of
many religions, including Buddhism, Sikhism, Jainism, and Hinduism, all of which have
thriving spiritual cultures. Together, they offer a workable, alternative lifestyle to the
materialism and conflict that are common in the West. This essay discusses the main issues
and challenges facing the tourist sector while spotlighting religious tourism in India.

Keyword: Tourism, Religious Effect in India Tourism
OVERVIEW

Travel for religious or spiritual reasons, or pilgrimage, and the viewing of religious sites
and artefacts, which is a subset of sightseeing, is the two main genres of religious tourism, also
known as spiritual tourism, sacred tourism, or faith tourism. The nation's spiritual atmosphere
respectfully exudes the scents of Dharma, Karma, and—above all—forgiveness. India, a
secular country where several religions coexist in perfect harmony, is appropriately referred to
as the "Land of Faith." India's tourism industry is growing rapidly and is important to the
country's economy. According to the World Travel and Tourism Council, in 2018 tourism
supported 42.673 million jobs, or 8.1% of India’s total employment, and generated ¥16.91 lakh
crore (the United States$240 billion), or 9.2% of the country's Economy.

Based to the Travel & Tourism Competitiveness Report 2019, India was ranked 34th
out of 140 countries total. Among the top 25% of positioned countries, India saw the greatest
progress, moving up six spots from the 2017 survey. Out of 140 countries, the research ranks

India’'s tourism sector's value intensity twelfth. It mentions India's excellent air transport
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network (ranked 33rd), particularly considering the country's current state of development, and
its sensible ground and port infrastructure (ranked 28th). The country performs well in social
assets, business travel, and normal assets (coming in at number eight), as well as at number
fourteen. However, a few distinct aspects of its tourism infrastructure are still quite young.
Keeps up the Incredible India battle concentrated on advancing the tourism in India.

India was ranked 34th out of 140 nations in the Travel & Tourism Competitiveness
Report 2019. Among the top 25% of positioned countries, India's improvement in placing in
the 2017 report was the highest, moving up six spots. Out of 140 countries, the value intensity
of India’s tourism sector is ranked thirteenth in the report. It mentions that, considering the
country's current state of growth, India has an excellent air transport system (ranked 33rd) and
a decent ground and port infrastructure (ranked 28th). The country also does well in social
assets, business travel, and normal assets (ranked eighth, fourteenth, and ninth, respectively).
However, certain segments of its tourism infrastructure are still quite young.

FOREIGN TOURIST ARRIVALS IN INDIA (2014-2018)

Year Arrivals (millions) Change (In Percentage)
2014 7.68 10.2

2015 8.03 4.5

2016 8.8 9.7

2017 10.04 14

2018 10.56 5.2

Source: "India Tourism Statistics at a Glance 2018"
RELIGIONS IN INDIA

India is a place of huge holy places and different kind of cultures. The people in the
country are classified into different religious groups each one is having their own traditions
religious formalities like holy places, worshiping method, and other religious discipline in their
daily life style. Below are the religions and their life style of worshiping in India.
HINDUISM

Hinduism is an Indian mode of life or religion. In South Asia, Hinduism is mostly
practiced in India and Nepal. One of the oldest religions on the globe, Hinduism is sometimes
referred to by people who practice it as Sanatana Dharma, which means "the eternal
convention™ or the "interminable way" in the history of humanity. Scholars see Hinduism as a
hybrid religion created by a variety of Indian communities and customs. Hinduism has no

founder and its origins are not certain. They acknowledge that God built the universe and
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everything in it and that knowledge of God has always existed in the minds of animals.
Hinduism contains a diverse range of thought patterns that are linked by concepts like rituals,
cosmology, texts, and pilgrimages to sacred places. Hindu rituals comprise.
Worship

Most Hindus adore (puja) consistently at home and have a place of worship there. A
sanctuary can be anything from a room, a little special raised area or just pictures or statues.
Relatives frequently venerate together. At the holy place, Hindus make contributions to a murti.
A murti is a hallowed statue of God, or a divine being or goddess. The Hindu structure for
mutual worship is called Mandir (Hindu Temple). The sanctuaries are committed to various
divine beings and are the focal point of religious life. Outside India, individuals basically
assemble at the Mandir at the end of the week. Admirers rehash the names of their preferred
divine beings, goddesses, and the mantras. Water, natural product, blooms and incense are
offered to the divine beings.
Famous Holy places in India

e Varanasi (Kashi) Lord Shiva temple

e Tirupati, Lord Venkateswara temple

e Shirdi, Sai Baba temple

e Shakhi Peeta’s (Temples of Goddess)

e Jyotirlingas (Temples of Lord Shiva) and more.

e Ayodhya Recently (Ram Mandir) just add-on list
OBJECTIVES

1. To identify the importance of religious tourism in India.
2. To study the issues and challenges of religious tourism in India.
1) Infringement of Carrying Capacity:

The majority of large and minor strict focuses around the country suffer from the
negative impacts of shorter but intense seasons that alter the local environment for the rest of
the year. A prime instance is the Char Dham Yatra in Uttarakhand. It lasts from May to roughly
November and places a significant burden on the Garhwal district's transport infrastructure.
When paired with the downpour and a lot of roadway expansion that is still in the works, this

suggests avalanches, which can result in lengthy detours, accidents, and fatalities.
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2) Waste Management:

To some degree a subordinate of the issue of conveying limit, the waste administration

issue has disturbed as science and innovation developed to usher us into the 'period of plastic'.
3) Air Pollution:

The sheer volume of movement in this specialty makes the figures staggering. While
prepares still figure out how to assimilate a dominant part of the movement volume, a serious
considerable number of significant strict tourism locales in India are still just open by street or
foot, or a mix of the two (take the instance of sloping areas).

4) Monetizing Religion:

In the race for creating whatever number specialties as would be prudent, there is
regularly the issue of religion being 'adapted’, as the host network gets progressively
determined by the 'benefit intention'.

5) Lack of investigation of strict trusts:

There is a need to advance guidelines which oversees the budgetary status and guideline
of strict trusts as it hopes to relieve worldwide worries about tax evasion and fear monger
financing exercises. Such a law will likewise make ready to make open names of associations
that case charge exclusion to guarantee more prominent straightforwardness. This is
particularly pivotal in a situation when a portion of India’s strict trusts are among the most
extravagant on the planet.

The present discussion runs around the way that the money related profit from strict
tourism are insufficient to counterbalance its socio-ecological effects. In any case, it must be
remembered that the impacts of tourism action work in different planes, from straightforwardly

influencing the nearby economy to affecting choices at the arrangement confining level.
CONCLUSION

The growth of basic infrastructure is greatly aided by tourism, which also creates
revenue for the government and the local community, balances regional development plans
through the "umbrella” effect, and promotes peace and sociocultural harmony. To avoid the
negative effects, tourism development must be regulated in any area. The study comes to the
conclusion that, while it relates to the experiences of visitors, there is a continuum of religion
ingrained in tourism. Multiple laws ought to be enacted to promote travelers from around the
world. Indian travel agencies ought to make use of the internet and inform people about
religious travel. To promote and maintain the religious tourism destinations, the government

must work diligently and resolutely.
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Abstract

This study was conducted with the objective of investigating the effects of religious
tourism on the economic development of traditional settlements. The research method is
descriptive and analytical. The independent variable is 'religious tourism' which is related to
income' and 'employment'. In fact, the development of religious tourism in areas with religious
and traditional rituals has a positive impact on employment generation, increase in income and
economic prosperity. The study has analyzed the issues and studied the challenges of
pilgrimage tourism and significant solutions to achieve sustainable measures towards it. The
study has used secondary data.

Key Words: tourism industry, sustainable development, religious

Introduction

Ecotourism is a sub-component of the field of sustainable tourism. Ecotourism’s
perceived potential as an effective tool for sustainable development is the main reason why
developing countries are now embracing it and including it in their economic development and
conservation strategies. Ecotourism, as an alternative tourism, involves visiting natural areas
in order to learn, to study, or to carry out activities environmentally friendly, that is, a tourism
based on the nature experience, which enables the economic and social development of local
communities. It focuses primarily on experiencing and learning about nature, its landscape,
flora, fauna and their habitats, as well as cultural artifacts from the locality. A symbiotic and
complex relationship between the environment and tourist activities is possible when this
philosophy can be translated into appropriate policy, careful planning and tactful practicum.
Carefully planned and operated ecotourism sites, especially if it is village-based and includes
local participation, is able to provide direct benefits that might offset pressure from other less

sustainable activities that make use of natural and cultural resources. Eco tourism, natural
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resources, cultural heritage, rural lifestyle and an integrated tourism is a type of local economic
activities. Therefore, ecotourism in natural and cultural areas was carried out with a number of
elements in their natural landscape and cultural landscape (water, vista, topography, vegetation,
clean air), as well as in the variety of recreational activities suitable for all kinds of
environments. Therefore, ecotourism and its natural assets and raw materials to create, as well
as directing people to travel is an attractive force.  However, there are several significant
challenges associated with pilgrimage tourism in India including poor infrastructure, unstable
political conditions, hygiene issues, misguiding of tourists, poor maintenance and lack of
sustainable development which affects the growth of pilgrimage tourism in India. It is
significant to adopt significant measures and strategies for promoting sustainable development
specifically in the field of pilgrimage tourism in India in order to more effectively yield
potential opportunities and growth associated with it.
Objectives of the study

» To analyse the issues associated with pilgrimage tourism for sustainable development;

» Toexplore the needs and benefits associated with sustainable development in the field

of pilgrimage tourism in India;
« To offer significant solutions for the development of sustainable measures for
enhancing pilgrimage tourism in India.

» To analyse Effect of religious tourism on economy

Tourism planning and development
Since ages, nature worship and the conservation ethics have been an inseparable part of

Indian thought and traditions. Traces go back to ancient civilisations of India, when people
used to nurture the philosophy of the oneness of life. The Indian tradition has always taught
that, humankind is a part of nature and one should look upon all creation with the eyes of love
and respect. organizations, transportation, physical environment, services and information, and
promotional activities need to be integrated for effective planning and development of tourism
in any particular region. On the other hand, Smith, (2015) argued that a sustainable
development plan is also required for managing the environmental issues associated with
tourism. It has also been considered that there is a significant need for safeguarding cultural
and historical places due to their heritage uniqueness and efforts need to be taken to prevent
any physical destruction in order to facilitate effective maintenance of the various sites. Hence,

it is imperative to preserve the cultural heritage along with environmental protection.
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What is Sustainable Development

"Sustainable development is development that meets the needs of the present without
compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs. It contains within it
two key concepts
Issues and concerns in pilgrimage tourism in India

As put forwarded by Ghimire (2013), a lack of concentration towards the environmental
issues associated with pilgrimage tourism has created both air and water pollution in India. In
addition, it has been also identified that the concern of government towards the development
of infrastructure and physical environment of pilgrimage due to increasing numbers of foreign
tourists is not well maintained, which affects the sustainability and viability of the places visited
by tourists, depicted in Fig: 2. Based on the article proposed by Du Cros and McKercher (2014),
ecological degradation, accommodation, tariffs, catering, water supply, sewage, and sanitation
are also other major problems associated with pilgrimage tourism in India that seek immediate
attention.
Measures towards sustainable development in tourism

tourism in India is significant due to its wide range of unique natural and cultural
attractions. Specifically, it has been observed that the government of India is highly concerned
about other environmental issues regarding pollution but has a very limited concern for the
development of tourism, although tourism contributes to the major portion of revenue and
economic growth, depicted in Fig: 3. It has been suggested by Rao and Suresh (2013), that
appropriate policies and strategies need to be framed in order to attain sustainable development
in tourism with the integration of both the tourism department and citizens. In addition,
safeguarding the environment including infrastructure, water, air, and land, is highly relevant
for the tourism department in India in order to manage masses of tourists and attract them to
perhaps return for future trips and promote India by word of mouth.
Socio-Economic Issues

Just because something is marketed as ecotourism, it does not necessarily mean that
the long-term motto of providing socio-economic benefit with protection of environment to
the host areas will be achieved.

The fact that ecotourism business is often owned and controlled by outside interests in
just the same way as mass tourism means the economic benefits often are not used for the

protection of the areas or to support the local community. Besides, the carrying capacity of host
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areas is not calculated. As a result, there is a breakdown of civil amenities during peak season

when the influx of tourists is tremendous.

Tourism costs Tourism benefits
Expenses of public 3 Income and
pc.a 2 P Economic
institutions employment
Overcrowding, cultural ' ' Promotion of cultural
damage, opposition Social and recreational
local residents opportunities
Increasing pollution, Financial incentives
erosion of tourist | Environment to protect the
attractions environment

FIGURE 1: Advantages and disadvantages of tourism.

Conclusions

In considering Shinde (2018), it is clear that the policy framework and governance
mechanisms in India for religious or pilgrimage tourism are not adequate. In addition,
the complexities that have been raised due to the transformation from traditional
pilgrimage practices to a modern religious tourism economy have created significant
tensions. It has been identified by the researcher that at the local level, the management
of the tourism department is highly conscious about it's promotional and management
style and processes, but they do not address the negative environmental impacts in any
sense. Furthermore, the researcher has observed that there is an institutional gap in
dealing with the direct and indirect impacts of religious or pilgrimage tourism in India
including systematic and structural problems. In addition, it has been also evaluated
that due to the increase in the number of agencies under the tourism government
structures, the problems based on environmental concerns are not being considered as
they should be. Challenges including congestion, huge crowds and high densities create
significant pollution which is not considered by the religious actors. Hence, there is a
significant need to align religious actors and government agencies to step forward from

the traditional platform and attain sustainable pilgrimage tourism in India.

36|Page



ISBN-978-81-971187-9-1
First Edition

Setting up 24-hour chain stores in cities to supply needed materials, handicrafts,
cultural and religious goods.

. Economic support for local people to use tourism facilities.

The researcher found that the major impact on the environment due to pilgrimage
tourism includes stress on basic services such as water supply, degradation of natural
resources and increases in pollution specifically in peak seasons. Furthermore, the
disposal of wastewater and issues of sewerage into the natural ecosystem is also a
critical issue requiring urgent attention. On the other hand, solid waste including plastic,
bags, food items, flowers as well as sand and silt from sweeping the streets are dumped
openly at the nearby landfills or in water bodies affecting the entire environment

critically and often irreparably.
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The Somnath temple, is aHindu temple located in Prabhas Patan, Veraval in

Gujarat, India. It is one of the most sacred pilgrimage sites for Hindus and is the first among
the twelve jyotirlinga shrines of Shiva.lll It is unclear when the first version of the Somnath
temple was built, with estimates varying between the early centuries of the 1st millennium and
about the 9th century The temple is not mentioned in the ancient Sanskrit texts of Hinduism;

while various texts, including the Mahabharata and Bhagavata Purana, mention

a tirtha (pilgrimage site) at Prabhas Patan on the coastline of Saurashtra, where the temple is
presently located, there is no evidence that a temple existed at the site in ancient times. 41516
The temple was reconstructed several times in the past after repeated destruction by multiple

Muslim invaders and rulers, notably starting with an attack by Mahmud Ghazni in the 11th

century. In the late 19th and early 20th centuries, historians and archaeologists of the colonial
era actively studied the Somnath temple because its ruins showed a historic Hindu temple that
was turning into an Islamic mosque.l2I22I3 After India's independence, those ruins were
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demolished, and the present Somnath temple was reconstructed in the Maru-Gurjara

style of Hindu temple architecture. The contemporary Somnath temple's reconstruction was

started under the orders of the first Deputy Prime Minister of India, Vallabhbhai Patel after

receiving approval for reconstruction from Mahatma Gandhi. The reconstruction was
completed in May 1951, after Gandhi's death.[241[25]

Location

The Somnath temple is located along the coastline in Prabhas Patan,
Veraval, Saurashtra region of Gujarat. It is about 400 kilometres (249 mi) southwest
of Ahmedabad, 82 kilometres (51 mi) south of Junagadh — another major archaeological and
pilgrimage site in Gujarat. It is about 7 kilometres (4 mi) southeast of the Veraval railway

junction, about 130 kilometres (81 mi) southeast of the Porbandar airport and about 85

kilometres (53 mi) west of the Diu airport.[26!
The Somnath temple is located close to the ancient trading port of Veraval, one of three

in Gujarat from where Indian merchants departed to trade goods. The 11th-century Persian
historian Al-Biruni states that Somnath has become so famous because "it was the harbor for
seafaring people and a station for those who went to and fro between Sufala in the country of
Zanj (east Africa) and China". Combined with its repute as an eminent pilgrimage site, its
location was well known to the kingdoms within the Indian Subcontinent Literature and
epigraphical evidence suggest that the medieval-era Veraval port was also actively trading with
the Middle East and Southeast Asia. This brought wealth and fame to the Veraval area, as well
as the temple.l14

The site of Prabhas Patan was occupied during the Indus Valley Civilisation, 2000—

1200 BCE. It was one of very few sites in the Junagadh district to be so occupied. After

abandonment in 1200 BCE, it was reoccupied in 400 BCE and continued into the historical
period. Prabhas is also close to the other sites similarly occupied: Junagadh, Dwarka, Padri
and Bharuch.19
Nomenclature and significance

Somnath means "Lord of theSoma" or "moon".[®t 1 The site is also
called Prabhasa (“place of splendor").l2l Somnath temple has been a jyotirlinga site for the
Hindus, and a holy place of pilgrimage (tirtha). It is one of five most revered sites on the
seacoast of India, along with the nearby Dvaraka in Gujarat, Puri in Odisha, Rameshvaram and
Chidambaram in Tamil Nadu{22

39| Page


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/M%C4%81ru-Gurjara_architecture
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/M%C4%81ru-Gurjara_architecture
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hindu_temple_architecture
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Deputy_Prime_Minister
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vallabhbhai_Patel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mahatma_Gandhi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Somnath_temple#cite_note-14
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Somnath_temple#cite_note-14
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saurashtra_(region)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ahmedabad
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Junagadh
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Porbandar_Airport
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diu_Airport
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Somnath_temple#cite_note-16
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Veraval
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Al-Biruni
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Somnath_temple#cite_note-FOOTNOTEMishraRay201614,_184%E2%80%93187,_234%E2%80%93241-19
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indus_Valley_Civilisation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Junagadh_district
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dwarka
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bharuch
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Somnath_temple#cite_note-FOOTNOTEMishraRay201614,_184%E2%80%93187,_234%E2%80%93241-19
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chandra
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Somnath_temple#cite_note-21
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Somnath_temple#cite_note-FOOTNOTEEck1999291-22

ISBN-978-81-971187-9-1
First Edition

VISITING PLACES near SOMNATH TEMPLE
BHALKA TIRTH

This sacred tirth is located on the Prabhas Veraval highway and one of the few
famous tourist places in Somnath. The arrow of the poacher named Jara hit Shree Krishna at
this spot. The latter was resting under a pipal tree when the poacher misread the foot of
Bhagvan Shree Krishna as a deer and hit from a distance. This divined leela of Shree Krishna
is immortalised by this beautiful temple. Make sure to visit Bhalka Tirth on your Gujarat
getaway. One of the famous Somnath tourist places.

TRIVENI GHAT

Triveni Ghat is also known by two other names — Triveni Sangam and Triveni Sangam
Snanghat. It is one of the major places to visit in Somnath and is situated right at the point of
confluence of three holy streams, namely Saraswati, Hiranya, and Kapila before they merge
into the sea making it one of the best places to visit in Gujarat in summer. According to Hindu

Mythology, if you take a dip in the holy waters of Triveni Sangam Snanghat, you’ll be rid of
all your sins and acquire Moksha by merging with the Almighty. One of the best Somnath

tourist places.
SOMNATH BEACH

If you’re looking for romantic places to visit in Gujarat, this place is a real treat for

beach lovers visiting Somnath, this is absolutely clean and beautiful shores to hang out with
your friends and family. However, do keep in mind that you’re not allowed to enter these waters
owing to the high tides and the unpredictable climate here causing frequent showers.The water
can get pretty dangerous, so make sure you stay at a safe distance from it. But don’t worry, the
beauty of the beach and the stroll-worthy sands will totally make up for it. Visiting this place

is one of the best things to do in Somnath.
PRABHAS PATAN MUSEUM

ant to get an insight into the intriguing history of Gujarat? You must visit the Prabhas
Patan Museum in Somnath that will tell you a great deal about the past of this city via its
collection of old stones, ancient sculptures, and temple remains that have been restored and

kept here. A must tour Somnath places to visit.

GIR NATIONAL PARK

This is a home to the Asiatic lions and considered to be a perfect place to enjoy a time

amidst the wildlife preserved beautifully in their natural habitat. Also called Sasan-Gir, this

40| Page


https://traveltriangle.com/blog/places-to-visit-in-gujarat-in-summer/
https://traveltriangle.com/blog/romantic-places-in-gujarat/
https://traveltriangle.com/blog/things-to-do-in-somnath/

ISBN-978-81-971187-9-1
First Edition

forest cum sanctuary was established in 1965. Spread across an area of 1412 sq kms, this place
is located at a distance of 65 kms from Junagadh and 2 hours away from Somnath. One of the
famous Somnath places to visit.

PRACHI TIRTH

Prachi Tirth is a religious centre importance for performing the sacred rituals for the
ancestors. According to a legend, lord Krishna who was a descendant of the Yadu Vansh,
performed rituals at the tirth for his ancestors. Religiously, Prachi tirth is considered just as
important as Kashi for Hindu ceremonies.

REFERENCE
1) "Somnath darshan". Official website of Somnath Temple. Archived from the original
on 28 August 2017. Retrieved 19 December 2016.
2) Temples of India. Prabhat Prakashan. 1968. Retrieved 1 November 2014.
3) Satish Chandra, Medieval India: From Sultanat to the Mughals, (Har-Anand, 2009),
278." Jump up to:@
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Introduction

For humans, tourism and travel are necessary. It is a circumstance and procedure where
a person travels temporarily to another location and country. This is how tourism is
conceptualized. The tourist sector is becoming more and more important. India boasts a rich
historical legacy that includes the Taj Mahal, several forts, natural wonders, and more. Since
2000, India has benefited greatly from the tourist sector. India received foreign exchange
earnings from the foreign tourist that visited the country. The UNWTO (2013) states that the
tourism industry contributes around 9% of the global GDP. In 2012, tourism contributed USD
1.3 trillion to global exports, or 6% of total exports. Travel and tourism are becoming a more
significant global service export area.

India has a rich cultural history and is a very varied nation. In addition to leaving behind
their amazing monuments, the numerous invaders who came to India also left behind their
cultures. These days, every state celebrates its festivals and has its unique customs. India's
natural beauty, which stretches from Kashmir in the north to Kanyakumari in the south and
from Arunachal Pradesh in the east to Gujrat in the west, as well as its multiculturalism, draw
a lot of visitors from all over the nation. For instance, in addition to the Imam bara, Lucknow
is home to numerous eateries that serve excellent Nawabi food and are well-known for their
Chikan embroidery. The tourist industry generates 10% of the country's income. However, for
a variety of reasons, the tourism industry lags behind the other important industries, meaning
that while our country is "developing,” others are "developed.”

Historical Context of Tourism in India:

India’s allure as a tourist destination is centuries old. From the majestic Taj Mahal to
the serene backwaters of Kerala, the country has been a magnet for explorers, traders and
leisure travellers. The growth of tourism in India has been marked by significant sites and
milestones that showcase its rich heritage.

Current Status of Indian Tourism Sector
In recent years, India has witnessed a surge in the number of tourists and has become

one of the most sought-after destinations in the world. With diverse attractions ranging from
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historical monuments to natural landscapes, the country offers a wealth of experiences for

every traveler.

e India’s tourism sector witnessed a growth of 4.5 per cent in terms of foreign tourist arrivals
(FTASs) to 8.2 million arrivals in 2015 and a growth of 4.1 per cent in foreign exchange
earnings (FEEs) to US$21.1 billion. In 2016, FTAs grew by 10.7 per cent to 8.9 million
and FEEs grew by 9.8 per cent to US$23.1 billion. Domestic tourist visit earnings to
States/UTs were estimated at about Rs 143 crore in 2015

e Two major schemes have been implemented for creation of tourism infrastructure -
Swadesh Darshan (integrated development of theme-based tourist circuits) and PRASHAD
(pilgrimage rejuvenation and spiritual enhancement drive).

e India is promoting better tourism products to promote itself as a 365-day destination which
includes cruise, adventure, medical, wellness, golf, polo, etc.

e Other major initiatives include - signing of MoUs and agreements with various countries
for promotion of tourism, promotion of tourism research, Swachh Pakhwada as part of
Swachh Bharat Mission etc.

e As a result of these efforts, India could improve its 12th place position in the Travel and
Tourism Competitiveness Index 2017. India was ranked 40th in the survey of 136 countries

in the biennial index prepared by the World Economic Forum (WEF).
Prospects for Tourism Sector Development in India

Scenic Beauty

India is a country with great tourism potential. From Kashmir to Kanyakumari, from
Arunachal Pradesh to Gujarat, each region has its own uniqueness and culture — these regions
have the power to mesmerize tourists with their natural features like cold/hot deserts
(Ladakh/Rajasthan), rivers (Ganga and Brahmaputra), forests (Niligiri and North East), islands
(Andaman and Nicobar) etc. Also, the wide diversity in the landscape here offers many options
to tourists from India and abroad. Apart from the natural landscape, the cultural heritage spread
across the country can also play an important role in the development of tourism in the country.
Birthplace of Religions

India is the birthplace of three religions — Hinduism, Buddhism and Jainism. The vast
landscape has innumerable sacred and religious tourist sites which are enough to attract tourists
from South East and East Asian countries. The full potential of Dilwara Jain Temple in the
West, Buddhist sites in the East and North East and famous Hindu temples in the South is yet
to be fully explored.
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Domestic Tourists

India is the second most populous country in the world with a population of 1.25 billion.
In other words, they can offer at least 1.25 billion tourist visits if the right policies and
infrastructure are in place. Taking a cue from Modi's Mann Ki Baat, policymakers should think
for the future and come up with appropriate strategies to tap the domestic tourism potential.

India is as exotic, seductive, and breathtakingly beautiful. Perhaps this explains why
the tourism sector in India grew and prospered so rapidly. Here, the primary objective of all
tourists—both domestic and foreign—is tourism. In fact, there are several exceptions—such as
acts of terrorism and particular regional customs—that hinder their expansion. But nowadays,
people’s interest in tourism has increased rather than decreased. The Indian government has
also developed and launched a number of noteworthy initiatives to increase tourism. In the
past, statements like "Gaya ko gaya so gaya" were frequently used. At the time, many believed
that only a select few could afford the luxury of travel. Since there were no means of
transportation around the world at the time, people had to walk thousands of kilometers to get
anywhere. But lately, everything has completely changed. Rapid technical advancements in
transportation have facilitated travel for individuals from all socioeconomic backgrounds.

Religious tourism, beach and wildlife tourism, conference tourism, trekking tourism,
adventure and sports tourism, and cultural tourism are only a few of the many aspects of
tourism. India did not give tourism much attention in the past. But of days, the business is
growing quickly and occupies a special place in the nation's economic system. At the beginning
of the fifth decade, India became the first country in Asia to focus on tourism as a business;
however, other countries that started much later have already overtaken India in this regard. Of
the 42 crore 9 lakh tourists who travel to other countries worldwide, just 4.4% come to India.
which shouldn't indicate that we will make much progress. In addition to providing numerous
fantastic employment opportunities in a variety of connected industries, tourism in India also
fosters international harmony and national unity in addition to providing social and economic
benefits.

A tourism policy that highlights the country's progress and concurrently invites more
private businesses to participate has been devised to assist the expansion of tourism in our
country. For example, the travel and tourism industry heavily depends on the hotel sector.
Many plans have been made to move it forward. The government invites hoteliers to participate
in a discussion. Studies are also being conducted on the facilities provided to tourists in the

United States. A further tactic to stimulate the hotel sector is to exclude newly built hotels from

53| Page



ISBN-978-81-971187-9-1
First Edition

business taxes for a five-year term. There will be initiatives to stop power outages in hotels,
akin to those in developing sectors. The PayingGuest program is being reviewed as part of the
new tourism policy. The government has also undertaken a great deal of other important duties
and decisions related to the expansion of tourism. There's a new tourist destination open. This
7,630 square meter tourism center is located in Gomti Nagar, Lucknow, and is furnished with
modern communication equipment.

In India, tourism promotes both national and international cohesion while offering
social and economic benefits. It also provides an abundance of fantastic job opportunities in a
range of tourism-related businesses. The Tenth Plan of India specifically mentions domestic
tourism as a means of attaining social and cultural cooperation as well as national integration.
Domestic tourism rose dramatically as a result of several measures, including concession
schemes for leisure travel implemented by the federal, state, and private governments.
Nonetheless, the lack of good information about tourist attractions, the expensive
accommodation system, and the difficulty of making train reservations prevented domestic
tourism from growing in line with the neglect. In India, there are numerous organizations and
agencies working to promote travel both domestically and outside.

Among these are the Department of Tourism, the Council of Catering Technology, the
Indian Institute of Tourism and Travel Management, and the Tourism Development
Corporation of India. The tourism department is the hub of it all. and are principally in charge
of developing the resources and infrastructure for tourists in the country. It runs thirty tourism
offices throughout the country in addition to many locations outside. The 1966-founded
Tourism Development Corporation of India is responsible for the start-up, expansion, and
advancement of tourism. Travelers can take advantage of a wide range of amenities from
housing and dining to transportation, entertainment, shopping, and seminar preparation.

The Indian Institute of Tourism and Travel Management (1ITM), located in New Delhi,
was established in January 1999 and offers courses at several levels related to tourism and
travel management. The institute also provides supervision and training for entry-level
employees in the tourism sector. Transportation has a particularly important role in the
expansion of tourism. The main means of transportation include automobiles, trains, and
aircraft. Most overseas visitors choose air travel because of the shorter traveling time. Indian
Airways, Air India, and Vayudoot are the airlines that offer domestic travel in India. A few
private airlines are also making an effort to provide air travel services; these airlines provide
drivers, tour managers, ticket assistants, flight attendants, guides, and air hostesses for the

convenience of their customers.
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In domestic tourism, railways receive particular emphasis. India is believed to possess
the largest railway network in Asia and the second largest network globally. Indian Railways
operates about 19000 trains that connect over 7000 railway stations. Approximately 67,000
route kilometers are served by railways in India. The railroads employ about 30 lakh workers,
of which 14,000 work as officers. Many tourist-attracting programs are available from
railways, including "Travel as per your choice", "Group tours", "Concessional return tickets",
and "Castles on wheels". The Rajdhani and Shatabdi Express are two examples of the long-
distance high-speed trains that the railroads have just begun running. These trains connect
several cities and well-known tourist attractions. The Vande Rail, the world's most modern,
fastest, and most pleasant train, has started operating. Only in the past several years has Jammu
and Kashmir's tourism sector showed remarkable promise. Since the end of the terrorist attacks
in Jammu and Kashmir, a large number of people have started visiting the region. The sector's
use of road transportation is another distinctive feature. Reputable, sizable hotels provide
automobile transportation services for guests traveling alone or in groups.

There are already 250 accredited tour companies that provide travellers with buses and
coaches that adhere to international standards. This kind of endeavour has resulted in an 8-24
percent increase in international tourist arrivals in India over the previous year, according to a
poll done by Shivan Tourism Directorate. The main elements of eco-tourism are listed in the
Environment Ministry's sources as woods, rivers, seas, mountains, gardens, animals, etc. The
government has introduced cultural ecotourism as a means of protecting them. The assertions
made regarding the immense potential of ecotourism have been noted by the Indian
government. There are fresh reasons why wealthy countries and travellers from the West are
lured to India: they are tired with their manufactured and dull cultures. Similar to this, if the
projects are carried out properly, there's no denying that the growth of the tourism industry
would surely take a different direction.

Challenges for Tourism Sector Development in India

In spite of the above attractions that India offers to the tourists, there are many
challenges before a well-developed tourism system. Some of them are;
Lack of Infrastructure

This is a major challenge for the Indian tourism sector. The economic and social
infrastructure related to tourism, hotels, connectivity, human resources, sanitation, health
facilities etc. are largely under developed in India. The poor quality of infrastructure is clearly
reflected in India’s 112th rank in the ICT readiness component and 104th rank in the health
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and hygiene component of the World Economic Forum’s Travel and Tourism Competitiveness
Index 2017. The main reason for this apathy is the poor allocation of financial resources. It is
worth noting that in the 2017-18 budget, the government has allocated only Rs 1840 crore for
a major sector like tourism.
Lack of Necessary Skills

One of the biggest obstacles facing India's tourism business is the scarcity of people
with the necessary training for the travel and hospitality sectors, which makes it challenging to
give visitors to the country top-notch experiences.
Difficult Visa Application Procedure

Even with the advent of e-visa, the majority of travellers and guests visiting India still
find the visa application process to be quite time-consuming and difficult. The pandemic has
made the visa application process much more difficult.
Issues with Infrastructure and Connectivity

Travellers frequently encounter challenges when visiting certain historical places
because of these issues. For instance, the ordinary population still has difficulty accessing
several popular tourist destinations, such as Kanchenjunga.
Insufficient Promotion and Awareness

Despite a notable upsurge in recent years in the promotion of India's tourism sector,
there is a deficiency in the internet dissemination of information on Indian tourist sites. It is
challenging for both domestic and foreign travellers to obtain the necessary information from
tourist information centres since they are improperly managed.
Tourist Security

Safety of tourists, especially foreign tourists, is a major obstacle in the path of tourism
development. Attacks on foreign nationals, especially women, raise some questions on India’s
ability to welcome tourists from far-flung countries. India was ranked 114th in terms of security
aspects in the World Economic Forum Index 2017 among the 130 countries surveyed. Foreign
tourists coming to India often have to face robbery and theft etc., due to which a negative image
is created in their minds about India and the law and order of the country.
Access to the Common Man

Most tourist destinations in the country are inaccessible to the poor, women and the
elderly. This is due to the high cost of travel, poor connectivity and a series of permissions
required for various reasons. Indian Divyangs, who constitute 2 percent of the total population,

cannot access many tourist destinations in the country.
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Conclusion

The path of tourism development in India is a dynamic journey, marked by growth,
challenges and adaptation. As the country evolves into a global tourist destination, responsible
and sustainable practices will be key in ensuring that the benefits of tourism accrue to all
stakeholders. Despite the rapid growth in the tourism sector in the country, India's share in
international tourist arrivals is less than 0.50%, while the share in global international tourism
receipts is around 1.30%. Tourism not only provides jobs in the tertiary sector but also
stimulates growth in the primary and secondary sectors of the industry. Therefore, the
government should encourage private sector participation in a big way for the overall
development of the tourism sector as it has the potential to act as the main driver of inclusive
growth.
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Abstract:

This paper examines the multifaceted impact of religious tourism on both the economy
and the broader tourism industry. Through a comprehensive review of existing literature, it
explores the economic contributions, socio-cultural implications, and policy considerations
associated with religious tourism. Drawing upon case studies and statistical data, this paper
sheds light on the significant role that religious tourism plays in shaping destination economies
and tourism landscapes worldwide. Moreover, it discusses the challenges and opportunities
that arise from managing religious tourism sustainably, considering factors such as
infrastructure development, cultural preservation, and community engagement. By analysing
the diverse perspectives and empirical evidence surrounding this phenomenon, this paper aims
to provide insights for policymakers, destination managers, and researchers seeking to
understand and harness the potential of religious tourism for economic and societal
development.

Keywords: Religious tourism, Economy, Tourism industry, Socio-cultural impact, Policy
considerations
Introduction:

Religious tourism is the pioneer from of tourism which has begun almost with the dawn
of humanity. From the ancient times religious destinations were not only a part of the cultural
landscape but they also had become a vital factor in local marketing and prime parts of the
economy of hosted destinations. Religious tourism is an important part of the tourism industry
it called special interest tourism, which usually related to the followers of particular faiths who
visit locations that are considered as holy sites.
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Economic Contributions of Religious Tourism:
Quantitative analysis of revenue generation

Religious tourism holds significant economic potential, contributing to revenue
generation through various channels. Quantitative analysis of its economic impact reveals
several key contributions:

1. Revenue from Pilgrimages: Religious tourism often involves pilgrimages to holy sites,
generating income from entrance fees, donations, and purchases of religious items and
services.

2. Hospitality Sector: Increased religious tourism leads to higher demand for
accommodation, dining, transportation, and other hospitality services, contributing to
the local economy.

3. Souvenir Sales: Visitors often purchase religious souvenirs, memorabilia, and artifacts,
providing revenue streams for local artisans and businesses.

4. Infrastructure Development: To accommodate religious tourists, governments and
private entities invest in infrastructure projects such as roads, airports, hotels, and
utilities, stimulating economic growth and employment.

5. Cultural Exchange and Trade: Religious tourism fosters cultural exchange and trade, as
visitors often engage in buying local crafts, foods, and cultural products, boosting local
economies.

6. Job Creation: The influx of tourists creates employment opportunities in various sectors
such as tourism, hospitality, transportation, and retail, reducing unemployment rates
and enhancing livelihoods.

Quantitative analysis of these factors can provide insights into the economic benefits of
religious tourism, aiding policymakers and stakeholders in strategic planning and resource
allocation.

Employment opportunities and income distribution

Infrastructure development and investment inflow Religious tourism can have a
significant impact on employment opportunities and income distribution. Infrastructure
development, including hotels, transportation, and other facilities, creates jobs both directly
and indirectly, benefiting local communities. Investment inflow, driven by the demand for
religious sites, can stimulate economic growth, leading to improved income distribution by

providing opportunities for entrepreneurship and employment across various sectors.
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Socio-Cultural Implications of Religious Tourism:

Religious tourism often leads to the preservation and revitalization of cultural heritage
sites. As pilgrims and tourists visit these sites, there's increased attention and investment in
maintaining them. This can include restoration efforts, educational programs, and
infrastructure improvements, all contributing to the conservation of cultural identity and
history. Additionally, the influx of visitors can stimulate local economies, fostering community
pride and engagement in cultural traditions.

Social integration refers to the process of bringing together individuals from diverse
backgrounds, cultures, and beliefs to form cohesive and inclusive communities. Interfaith
dialogue is a crucial aspect of social integration, as it fosters understanding, respect, and
cooperation among people of different religious faiths. By engaging in dialogue, individuals
can learn about each other's beliefs, values, and practices, leading to greater empathy and
harmony within society. Effective interfaith dialogue promotes peace, tolerance, and mutual
acceptance, ultimately contributing to a more cohesive and interconnected global community.

The impact on local communities and traditions can vary based on factors like economic
development, globalization, and cultural exchange. Sometimes, there's a blend of traditional
practices with modern influences, while in other cases, traditions may be preserved or lost
altogether. It's important to consider both the positive and negative effects of change on
communities and their traditions.

Policy Considerations and Sustainable Management:

In discussing policy considerations and sustainable management in the tourism
industry, several key aspects come into play:

1. Environmental Conservation: Policies should focus on minimizing the environmental
impact of tourism activities. This includes measures to protect fragile ecosystems,
wildlife habitats, and natural resources. Sustainable management involves enforcing
regulations on waste management, controlling pollution, and promoting eco-friendly
practices such as renewable energy use and water conservation.

2. Cultural Preservation: Sustainable tourism policies should also aim to preserve local
cultures and traditions. This involves promoting cultural sensitivity among tourists,
supporting local artisans and businesses, and implementing measures to safeguard

historical sites and indigenous knowledge.
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Community Involvement and Benefit Sharing: Effective policies should prioritize
the involvement of local communities in tourism planning and decision-making
processes. This can include initiatives such as community-based tourism projects,
revenue-sharing schemes, and capacity-building programs to empower local residents
to participate in and benefit from tourism activities.

Infrastructure Development: Sustainable tourism policies should address the need
for appropriate infrastructure development to support tourism activities while
minimizing negative impacts on local communities and the environment. This may
involve investing in sustainable transportation systems, promoting responsible land use
planning, and developing tourism facilities in a way that respects natural and cultural
heritage sites.

Regulatory Frameworks and Standards: Governments play a crucial role in
establishing regulatory frameworks and standards to ensure the sustainable
management of the tourism industry. This includes setting guidelines for tourism
operators, implementing zoning regulations, and enforcing codes of conduct for visitors
to minimize their impact on local ecosystems and communities.

Education and Awareness: Policies should also focus on raising awareness among
tourists, industry stakeholders, and local communities about the importance of
sustainable tourism practices. This can be achieved through education campaigns,
training programs, and information dissemination initiatives to promote responsible
travel behavior and environmental stewardship.

Monitoring and Evaluation: Sustainable management requires ongoing monitoring
and evaluation to assess the effectiveness of policies and initiatives. Governments
should establish mechanisms for tracking key performance indicators related to
environmental conservation, socio-cultural impacts, and economic benefits to ensure
that tourism development remains sustainable in the long term.

By integrating these considerations into policy frameworks, governments can promote

sustainable management practices that balance the economic benefits of tourism with the need

to protect the environment and support local communities for the long-term viability of the

tourism industry.

Challenges and Opportunities

Environmental sustainability and carrying capacity The relationship between

environmental sustainability and carrying capacity is fundamental. Ensuring sustainability
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means managing human activities in a way that doesn't exceed the carrying capacity of the

environment. This involves practices such as reducing resource consumption, minimizing

pollution, conserving biodiversity, and promoting renewable energy sources. By staying within

the carrying capacity, we can maintain ecological balance and prevent environmental

degradation.

Conflict resolution and peace-building effort

Combining conflict resolution and peace-building efforts with innovation in religious

tourism experiences can be a powerful strategy for fostering understanding, empathy, and

reconciliation among communities with diverse religious backgrounds. Here's how these two

concepts can intersect:

1.

Interfaith Dialogue and Engagement: Incorporating opportunities for interfaith
dialogue and engagement within religious tourism experiences can help break down
stereotypes and promote mutual understanding among people of different faiths. By
facilitating conversations and interactions between travellers and local communities,
these experiences can promote empathy and build bridges across religious divides.
Promotion of Shared Cultural Heritage: Many religious sites hold significance for
multiple religious’ traditions, serving as points of convergence rather than contention.
By highlighting the shared cultural heritage of these sites, religious tourism experiences
can promote a sense of commonality among visitors from different religious
backgrounds, fostering a shared appreciation for the richness and diversity of human
spirituality.

Peace Education and Conflict Transformation: Religious tourism experiences can
serve as platforms for peace education and conflict transformation initiatives, offering
opportunities for visitors to learn about the historical, cultural, and social factors that
have contributed to conflicts in the region. By promoting education, dialogue, and
reconciliation, these experiences can contribute to long-term peace-building efforts and
help prevent future conflicts.

Empowerment of Local Communities: Innovative religious tourism experiences
should prioritize the empowerment of local communities, ensuring that they have a
stake in the tourism industry and benefit directly from its economic opportunities. By
involving local residents in the development and management of tourism initiatives,
these experiences can foster a sense of ownership and pride in their cultural heritage,

while also promoting economic development and social cohesion.
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Creative Approaches to Conflict Resolution: Innovative approaches to religious
tourism can incorporate creative methods for conflict resolution, such as storytelling,
art, music, and cultural performances. By tapping into the power of creativity and
expression, these experiences can help transcend language barriers and facilitate
meaningful connections between people from different religious and cultural
backgrounds.

Overall, integrating conflict resolution and peace-building efforts into religious tourism

experiences requires a holistic approach that prioritizes empathy, dialogue, and community

empowerment. By harnessing the transformative potential of tourism, we can promote peace,

reconciliation, and mutual respect among people of diverse religious traditions.
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