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Preface
Dear Reader,

Regionalism is the expression of a common sense of identity and purpose by people
within a specific geographical region, united by its unique language, culture etc.

In a positive sense, it encourages people to develop a sense of brotherhood and oneness
which seeks to protect the interests of a particular region and promotes the welfare and
development of the state and its people.

In the negative sense, it implies excessive attachment to one’s region which is a great
threat to the unity and integrity of the country.

In the Indian context generally, the term 'regionalism' has been used in the negative
sense.

Creating a new region is a monumental task that requires careful planning,
consideration and collaboration. In the preface of your introduction to regional creation, you
may want to outline the significance of regional development, highlight the goals and
objectives of your project, and express your commitment to fostering sustainable growth and
prosperity within the region. Additionally, acknowledging the diverse stakeholders involved
and the importance of community engagement can set the tone for a comprehensive and
inclusive approach to regional creation.

A generous theme considered by this book, as this is the main concern of most of the
researchers nowadays, directions for the future of teaching can be unified by working together
— the opening chapter reveals a unified vision of authors of different national background and
using different research methodology on the same challenging idea — “Introduction of Regional
Creations”.

Prof. Harsukh H. Parmar, and
Dr. Varsha C. Brahmbhatt
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Criticism in Good Sense and Bad Sense in Languages
Dharmishtha V. Oza
Assistant Professor,
Smt. A. P. Patel Arts and Late Shree N. P. Patel Commerce College,
Naroda, Ahmedabad.

Introduction:

Criticism in good sense and bad sense in language is a topic that has been debated and
explored by scholars and thinkers throughout history. Language is the core means of
communication, and the way it is used and understood has significant implications for human
interaction and knowledge. This essay aims to explore the historical context, key figures, and
the impact of criticism in good sense and bad sense in language. It will also identify and analyze
influential individuals who have contributed to the field, considering various perspectives and
providing a well-reasoned analysis.

Historical Context:

The exploration of criticism in good sense and bad sense in language can be traced back
to ancient Greece and Rome, where rhetoric was seen as the art of persuasive communication.
Scholars like Aristotle and Cicero examined the power of language in their works, advocating
for effective and ethical communication.

Aristotle, often referred to as the father of rhetoric, believed that language should serve
as a means to persuade and inform an audience. He distinguished between good sense and bad
sense in language, arguing that effective speech considers the speaker, the audience, and the
purpose of communication. Aristotle’s work laid the foundation for future discussions on
rhetoric and critique of language.

Key Figures:
1. Avristotle (384-322 BCE):

As mentioned earlier, Aristotle's work on rhetoric and effective communication
significantly influenced the understanding of criticism in good sense and bad sense in language.
His ideas on using language ethically and persuasively continue to shape discourse today.

2. Cicero (106-43 BCE):
Another influential figure in the exploration of criticism in language, Cicero

emphasized the significance of clarity, coherence, and decorum in speech. His works on

1|Page



ISBN-978-81-969178-3-8
First Edition

rhetoric provided guidelines for effective communication and pointed out the pitfalls of bad
sense in language.
3. Immanuel Kant (1724-1804):

Kant focused on the idea of using language critically. He believed that language should
be used to question and evaluate ideas, pushing individuals to think independently. Kant's
contributions to criticism in good sense and bad sense in language were rooted in the moral
dimension of speech.

The Impact of Criticism in Good Sense and Bad Sense in Language:

Criticism in good sense and bad sense in language has had a profound impact on various
fields, including philosophy, literature, politics, and advertising. Effective communication is
crucial in all these areas, and understanding the difference between good sense and bad sense
is essential for successful discourse.

In philosophy, the examination of language has led to the development of fields such
as semiotics and linguistic analysis. Scholars like Ferdinand de Saussure and Ludwig
Wittgenstein explored the relationships between signs and symbols, questioning the inherent
meaning in language. They highlighted the importance of precise and accurate expression to
avoid misunderstandings or miscommunication.

In literature, criticism in good sense and bad sense in language has provided a
framework for analyzing and evaluating works of fiction. Textual analysis techniques focus on
the use of language to convey meaning, uncovering the nuances and layers in literary works.
Literary critics like Roland Barthes and Julia Kristeva have contributed to this field,
emphasizing the power dynamics of language and the potential for manipulation.

In politics, understanding the rhetoric and language used by politicians is crucial in
evaluating their intentions and actions. Political speeches, advertisements, and media
campaigns often employ persuasive techniques that can be analyzed through the lens of good
sense and bad sense in language. This analysis helps the public make informed decisions and
recognize attempts to manipulate their understanding of important issues.

Influential Individuals:
1. Ferdinand de Saussure (1857-1913):

Saussure revolutionized the field of linguistics with his structuralist approach. He
emphasized the importance of examining language as a system of signs and symbols, rather
than focusing solely on individual words. Saussure's work laid the foundation for further

research on language and its use in communication.
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2. Roland Barthes (1915-1980):

Barthes, a French literary critic and semiotician, contributed significantly to the
understanding of criticism in good sense and bad sense in language. He explored the power
dynamics in language and the potential for manipulation in various aspects of society. Barthes'
works, such as "Mythologies,” continue to be influential in analyzing the use of language in
popular culture.

3. Noam Chomsky (1928-present):

Chomsky, a linguist and political activist, introduced the theory of generative grammar,
emphasizing the innate human ability to acquire language. His work challenged behaviorist
approaches to language acquisition and provided a deeper understanding of the connection
between language and cognition. Chomsky's political activism also explored the role of
language in shaping public perception and political discourse.

Perspectives in Criticism in Good Sense and Bad Sense in Language:
1. Pragmatics:

Pragmatics focuses on the study of meaning in context and the use of language in
communicative acts. Scholars like H.P. Grice and J.L. Austin have contributed to this field,
examining how meaning is conveyed through context, intent, and shared knowledge.
Pragmatics provides insights into the understanding of good sense and bad sense in language,
as it recognizes the importance of effective communication beyond the literal interpretation of
words.

2. Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA):

CDA combines linguistic analysis with social critique, exploring how language is used
to maintain or challenge power structures in society. Scholars like Norman Fairclough and
Teun A. van Dijk have developed frameworks to analyze the use of language in media, politics,
and corporate communication. CDA allows for an examination of the ideological implications
of language use and encourages critical thinking about the messages conveyed.

3. Cognitive Linguistics:

Cognitive linguistics investigates the relationship between language and cognition,
exploring how language reflects and shapes our understanding of the world. The work of
George Lakoff and Mark Johnson has been influential in this field, suggesting that language is
not only a means of communication but also a tool for constructing knowledge and
conceptualizing abstract ideas. Cognitive linguistics offers insights into how good sense and

bad sense in language can influence perception and understanding.
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Analysis:

Criticism in good sense and bad sense in language provides a framework for evaluating
language use and its impact on communication, knowledge, and power structures.
Understanding the nuances of effective communication is essential in various fields, from
philosophy and literature to politics and advertising. The historical context and key figures
discussed in this essay have shaped the development of this field and continue to influence the
way language is examined.

In terms of perspectives, pragmatics, critical discourse analysis, and cognitive
linguistics offer complementary approaches to understanding criticism in good sense and bad
sense in language. While pragmatics focuses on the context and intent of communication,
critical discourse analysis highlights power dynamics and ideological implications, and
cognitive linguistics explores the connection between language and cognition. These
perspectives provide diverse insights and avenues for further research.

Future Developments:

As language evolves alongside technological advancements and societal changes, the
field of criticism in good sense and bad sense in language will continue to develop. The rise of
digital communication platforms, social media, and artificial intelligence presents new
challenges and opportunities for analyzing language use. Future research could explore the
impact of these developments on effective communication, public discourse, and manipulation
through language.

Additionally, interdisciplinary collaborations between linguists, psychologists,
sociologists, and computer scientists have the potential to advance the study of criticism in
good sense and bad sense in language. By combining various methodologies and insights from
different fields, researchers can gain a more comprehensive understanding of language use and
its implications.

Conclusion:

Criticism in good sense and bad sense in language has a rich historical context and is
influenced by key figures such as Aristotle, Cicero, Kant, Saussure, Barthes, and Chomsky.
Their contributions, along with perspectives like pragmatics, critical discourse analysis, and
cognitive linguistics, have shaped the field and continue to impact various domains of human
knowledge and interaction. As language continues to evolve, future developments in

technology and interdisciplinary collaborations will further enhance our understanding of
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criticism in good sense and bad sense in language, allowing for effective communication and

critical analysis of language use in the future.
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ABSTRACT

It is tough for anyone to criticism well. For some, criticism is a good thing while others
disagree. Criticism in itself is one of those words that looks like negative. Thus, it gives a
feeling of unwilling to accept or making a massive disagreement or being pessimistic. But to
everyone’s surprise, it is not the case. Criticism is often different than what people perceive.
The essay on criticism gives you an insight into the pros and cons of the criticism.

Criticism is expressing the disagreement for something or someone that is generally
based on perceived faults, beliefs, and mistakes. So, the main point here is whether to consider
criticism as good or bad. Also, if we go by the meaning of the word criticism then criticizing
someone is bad. Also, simultaneously this might lead to improving the person who is being
criticized. So, he/she is becoming a better person and does not repeat the mistakes is considered
as providing criticism to be good. Thus, this depends entirely on the perceived value that is

hidden behind the criticism.
A Good Part of the Criticism
Scope for Improvements

Constructive criticism will lead to locating the fault or mistakes that are made by the
people. So, the people can work upon it and thereby improve their activities so a heedful and
better life can be lived. Criticism calls for improvement on one plane and thereby avoiding the

issues unwanted on the other side.
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Expert and Credible Status
When the criticism is constructive it always makes the criticizer a central figure among
the people. Thus, more honors and credibility is given and so criticism would rather be

considered as expert advice. Thus, it will add to the status quo of the person that is criticizing.
THE BAD SIDE OF CRITICISM

Leads to a Feeling of Demotivation

A person that is being constantly criticized may feel at tines demotivated. So, this is
because of the fact that his/her efforts have not been justifiably and rightfully appreciated.
Thus, it may further lead to increase in hesitation in moving forward.
The Danger of Creating a Destructive and False Image

There are many times that it can occur that the people that criticize are seen as the villain
of the society. Thus his/her image gets automatically shattered as well as abruptly changed. So,
doing criticism may lead adversely to the criticizer as well.

So, we can understand that if the criticism is done in a constructive and positive way
that this may lead to a good and fair outcome. Also, if it is done destructively than it may lead

to adverse effects on both society as well as personal level.
AN EXAMPLE OF GOOD SENSE AND BAD SENSE

Lesson Transcript

Hi, everybody. My name is Alisha. Welcome back to Top Words. Today, we're going
to talk about 10 Ways to Give Criticism. Let's go.
"What do you think about..."

The first expression is "What do you think about blah, blah, blah?" "What do you think
about something, something?" You say, "What do you think about." Then, you suggest a
change to the item you are criticizing or to the work you're criticizing. What do you think about
blah, blah, blah? You're giving advice or you're giving a suggestion. For example, "What do
you think about removing some of the effects?"

"I think it would be better if..."

"I think it would be better if...." I think it would be better if. Try to make this short. "I
think it would be better if blah, blah, blah." Again, you suggest a change. Something you think
is an improvement or would be an improvement to the current work or to the current situation.
In a sentence, "I think it would be better if you make the video shorter.”

"I'm not sure I like..."
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"I'm not sure | like." You can say, this is an unsure feeling and | don't know feeling
about a certain work or a certain situation. I'm not sure | like this. I'm not sure I like that. You
can point to or mention a specific thing you dislike or, maybe, you don't like very much about
the situation or about the work. In a sentence, "I'm not sure | like this part.”

"How about if you..."

The next expression is "How about if you blah, blah, blah?" "How about if you do
something?" How about if you and recommend a change. Recommend a different course of
action, recommend the listener do something or change something. "How about if you order
pizza instead of cooking that difficult meal tonight? It takes too much time." Or, "How about
if you dye your hair back to its original color? I think it looks nicer that way." Give some
suggestion, give your advice after this expression. How about you? It's a little bit soft, but it's
a good way, a soft way to give your criticism. In a sentence, "How about if you include more
information about your project?"

"You could improve this by..."

The next one is quite a direct way to give a criticism. You might here this, maybe, from
a teacher or a professor, or maybe an editor of some kind. Like, "You could improve this by
blah, blah, blah.” I would use a gerund form of the verb here. "You could improve this by
changing."” "You could improve this by adding."” "You could improve this by subtracting."”
Something like that. Using the gerund form of the verb here could be good. This expression
suggests, this work, this situation, whatever you're discussing, could be better, or the speaker
thinks it could be better and they are suggesting how to make it better. "You could improve
this by talking slower." "You could improve this by cooking some interesting side dishes to
accompany the meal,” for example. In a sentence, "You could improve this by explaining in
more detail."”

"Have you thought about..."

"Have you thought about.” "Have you thought about™ is a good way, another soft way
to give criticism, to give a recommendation to the listener. Like, "Have you thought about
spending a little more time on this project?"” Or, "Have you thought about studying this topic a
little more in-depth?" Or, "Have you thought about talking to this person?" Give your criticism
as a light suggestion. "Have you thought about blah, blah, blah?" In a sentence, "Have you
thought about adding some images to your presentation?" for example. That's a way to give
constructive criticism.

"Maybe you could..."
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The next expression is "Maybe you could.” "Maybe you could blah, blah, blah."
"Maybe you could.” Again, a very soft suggestion, a way to give some more constructive
criticism. For example, "Maybe you could write this in a different font," or, "Maybe you could
prepare this in a different software,” or, "Maybe you could call a little earlier next time," for
example. Again, a very light suggestion but it implies criticism, the things the situation could
be improved. In another sentence, "Maybe you could share with the marketing team for some
more specific feedback?"

"I think you should..."

The next expression is "'l think you should.™ "I think you should" is just a useful opinion
phrase or a useful recommendation phrase. "l think you should go home," or, "I think you
should stop drinking." These are small criticisms, right? A little bit of criticism, something the
speaker thinks can be improved. You should go home. You should stop drinking. You should
exercise more. These are small criticisms, a little in a way. "I think you should™ is a very easy
way to give constructive criticism in a professional setting also. "I think you should think a
little more deeply about this plan." "I think you should talk to your team about this project,”
for example. In another sentence, "I think you should revise this section for clarity."”

Now, let's go to a couple expressions for criticism that are very rude. Until now, up
until this point, | talked about constructive criticisms, how to explain you think an improvement
is possible. However, to criticize without being constructive, just to criticize, just to make a
negative comment, these are a few ways to do it, two ways I'll talk about.

"This sucks."

The next one is "This sucks." This sucks. Or, "that sucks.” "That sucks," as well. Sucks
does not mean to pull air from one place to another. The expression, "This sucks. This sucks.
It sucks,” means it is very bad, the situation is just not good. It's a very, very casual, very direct,
somewhat rude phrase that expresses criticism. If you are unhappy with the situation, you could
say, "This sucks," about the situation. Like, "My train is late. This sucks. I'm late for work
now." Or, "My boss forgot to pay me. This sucks.” Something that just is not a good situation,
we can use it in that case, but you might also see this on TV, especially on reality TV shows to
express criticism for show contestants. Maybe, you've seen a cooking show where the chef in
the show, the judge is super mean, is super angry, the contestant cook something bad and they
might say, "This sucks.” It's a very direct, rather rude expression to express criticism of
someone's work, too. Like, "Your presentation sucks.” You can use it in past tense, "That
sucked. Your performance sucked today." Again, very direct, very rude. | would feel very, very

unhappy if someone told me that. But, it is an expression you can use. If you've heard that, like,
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"This sucks," especially on TV, that's what it means. The situation is bad, or something that
happened was unpleasant, not good, very bad. This sucks. In a sentence, "Really, Mom? | can't
go out tonight? That sucks."

"This is not good"

Another one that it's just pure criticism, no improvement, nothing constructive, another
expression is "This is not good." This is not good. Especially for food or drink. Like, "I drink
a beer a couple of months ago. There was greenish blue color. Then, the flavor was bad.
Actually, my friend said, "Yeah, that beer is not good.™ It's just there's nothing we could do.
We can't change the flavor of the beer. It's just not good. In those situations, you can say, "Ah,
this is not good," or, "that's not good." A restaurant, for example, you can criticize a restaurant
by saying, "Yeah, that restaurant is not good." We can't speak directly to the restaurant and say,
"You should improve this restaurant, doing this and this." Just to share a critical opinion, you
can say, "This is not good. That's not good. These are not good. Those are not good."” You can
use "not good" to express just flat criticism, just regular criticism, in that case. In a sentence,
"I had a bite of this steak and wow, it is not good."

Those are 10 ways to give a criticism. Some of them, most of them are constructive
ways to give criticism. Some of them are very casual and direct ways to give straight criticism,
just to complain, essentially. Think about them carefully the next time you want to help
someone improve. | hope that these were useful for you. Please let me know if you have any
questions or comments in the comment section below this video. Thanks very much for
watching this episode of Top Words and I'll see you again soon. Bye!
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Abstract

Vikram Seth has earned a widespread recognition in Indian English literature through
his literary contribution which has attracted a wide range of readers throughout the world. His
literature presents an ardent sense of Indian culture and society. One of the leading Indian
English novelists, Vikram Seth, beautifully portrays the Indian life in context of society,
tradition, religion and customs. A Suitable Boy is undoubtedly a masterpiece in terms of its
assessment of post-colonial Indian society, its changing mood, the after-effects of
independence and the consequences of political and social freedom. This fiction is an apt
reflection of changing India, generation gap and religious and social clash between the
communities in free India. The novel clearly mentions that the cultural roots of Indians are so
strong that even after long slavery; they stick to the prevalent Hindu customs and rituals,

particularly in the matter of marriage.
Key words: Marriage, Tradition, Love, Generation gap, Community consciousness

Introduction
A leading and creative artist, Vikram Seth is known for the fictions which relate to
Indian roots, its culture and the country’s deep-rooted tradition. Namita Gokhale says about

the writer:

Vikram Seth is an international writer about human beings, not as a peddler of
Indian exotica... His genius should be evaluated in his control over his material,
and in creating a credible world-in-itself which he can cohabit and explore.
(Qtd. inG. J. V. Prasad, 2011)
A Suitable Boy is an interesting fiction which carries individual as well as universal
appeal. It interestingly depicts the love story of a Hindu girl and a Muslim boy where the social
custom and tradition wins over passion and emotions of love. The fiction is a life-like story
which seems completely real but the writer skillfully presented the real matters with the help
of fictitious characters. In this way it brings individual appeal to the readers, the readers

somehow can see and feel themselves in the character frames and feel the emotions and pain,
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along with the author succeeds in creating a universal appeal to the people in general
throughout the globe as love, arranged marriage, love versus practicality, religious and
communal differences becoming hindrance to love and marriage etc. are universal issues to
which people in general deal with in the real life situations. Thus, this novel individually and
universally appeals to the people which increases its literary value.

Reflection of Contemporary Indian Society

Seth knew the significance of social status and social relations which is vividly
presented by the well bound relations of four families in the novel. In “A Critical Analysis of
Vikram Seth’s Poetry and Fiction”, Seemita Mohanty mentions:

The experiences and entanglements of four moderately rich Indian families
connected through marriage or friendship, at a period of time when India was
experiencing her post-Independence turbulences. (2007)

The story comprises of four families; the Mehras, the Khans, the Chatterjis and the
Kapoors. Among these families, the protagonist of the novel, Lata belongs to the Mehras. Lata
is a young girl of nineteen years of age and as the novel advances she falls in love with Kabir,
a Muslim boy. Lata belongs to a typical Hindu middle class family where she engages in direct
clash with her mother in terms of ideology. Lata’s mother, Mrs. Rupa Mehra is a widow and
like average Indian women she seems always worried about a suitable match for her daughter
to marry. It is clear and an evident fact that finding a good match for their daughter has been a
major concern of mothers in general. The below conversation in the novel is an evidence of a
mother’s concern,;

“You too will marry a boy I choose,” said Mrs. Rupa Mehra firmly to her
younger daughter. Lata avoided the maternal imperative by looking around the
great lamp-lit garden of Prem Nivas. The wedding guests were gathered on the
lawn. ‘Hmm,” she said. This annoyed her mother further. ‘I know what your
hmms mean, young lady, and I can tell you I will not stand for hmms in this
matter. | do know what is best. I am doing it all for you. Do you think it is easy
for me, trying to arrange things for all four of my children without His help?’
Her nose began to redden at the thought of her husband, who would, she felt
certain, be partaking of their present joy from somewhere benevolently above.
(A Suitable Boy 03)

Lata’s elder sister, Savita is married to Pran Kapoor. Lata, in course of the time, falls

in love with Kabir Durrani and wants to marry him anyhow. At this juncture Seth describes the
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thrill and sensation of a love affair. Love at the younger age is seen with full of excitements,
passions and strong feelings. A strong fascination is common in love and sometimes the passion
reaches to such an extent that the lovers get ready to fight with the whole society and the
universe. Lata’s strong fascination for Kabir is seen in the following lines:
Normally Lata would have been transfixed by Ustad Majeed Khan’s music.
Malati, sitting next to her, was. But her encounter with Kabir had set her mind
wandering in so many different directions, often simultaneously, that she might
as well have been listening to silence. She felt suddenly light-hearted and started
smiling to herself at the thought of the rose in her hair. A minute later,
remembering the last part of their conversation, she rebuked herself for being
so unfeeling. (A Suitable Boy 146)

But later on when her mother knows about her love affair, she gets angry on Lata and
warns her to cut off the relation with Kabir. She is a mature lady who knows that an inter-caste
marriage of her daughter will not only boycott her from the family and society, but also ruin
her entire life. As a mother she wishes best for her daughter. Rupa seems very well aware that
marriage between a Hindu girl and a Muslim boy hardly succeeds in India as both religions
have vast differences in terms of customs, traditions and culture. So she talks to Lata and
explains the issues and dangers of inter-caste marriage. Initially Lata gets clash with her mother
and thinks her a tyrant and orthodox. Rupa brings two marriage proposals to Lata; one is Harish
and the second is Amit. Haresh Khanna is a typical Indian boy who is soft hearted, polite and
well mannered. He is economically stable as he comes from a family having a settled business
of shoe making. Amit Chatterji, on the other hand is educated but does not fit to the marital
standards set by the mother, Mrs. Rupa Mehra. Thus, the fiction becomes a direct clash between
love marriage and arranged marriage.

Here it must be noted that marriage tradition in India is deep-rooted and inter-caste
marriages were not preferred in 1950s. The situation has not completely changed even in the
21% century. People have shown a trend shift from arranged marriages to love marriages, but
the scenario has altered only a little where the inter-caste marriage ratio has raised some percent
only. Apart from marriage tradition, many more social themes have been explored by the writer
such as; post-colonial social identity of a nation, post partition conflict between Hindus and
Muslims, abolition of the Zamindari system, land reforms and empowerment of Muslim
women of the 1950s in India etc. But the major theme that is brought out by the writer is that
of identity of marriage itself. Marriage as a relation has to ultimately adjust as per the standards

of the society because it is apparently seen that it is the society which is strong and powerful,
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societal traditions which govern the belief system of the people in general are much more
dominant to the personal emotions like love.

Love or emotion has to adjust and compromise to the societal and familial demands as
happens in case of Lata, the protagonist. She has to sacrifice her love with Kabir for the only
reason because he is Muslim. Her mother, Mrs. Rupa Mehra, rejects Kabir on the grounds of
his being a Muslim boy. One more reason proves decisive for the rejection and that is his
uncertain economic future. Haresh Khanna, on the other hand, is a well settled businessman
which develops confidence in Rupa’s mind that Lata would not have to suffer any financial
problem in her marital life, if she marries Haresh. Moreover, Haresh also leaves a decent
impression on Lata’s mother, Mrs. Rupa Mehra, of being polite, caring, cultured and well
mannered. So eventually out of two possible bridegrooms, Haresh Khanna is selected as a
proper match for Lata by her mother. But initially Lata does not agree to the mother’s decision,
gradually when she is explained the possible future consequences of her marriage with a
Muslim, she could guess the horrors of her married life with Kabir. In the beginning of the
novel Lata appears as an immature college girl, but with the passing of time when she has to
decide her bridegroom, she turns in a mature girl who shows a greater understanding in
deciding her life partner. She not only understands the importance of economic stability in the
married life, but also the dangers of an inter-caste marriage, vast difference between life style
and cultural beliefs of Hindus and Muslims.

Describing the Indian society, Seth indirectly also throws light on the patriarchal
structure where women are supposed to live as per the set roles in the family and the society.
A girl has to obey the commands of the parents, a married woman has to adjust the In-laws and
so on. A woman loses her individuality in the male dominated society. It happens in case of
Lata too. She wants to marry according to her choice, but she has to surrender to the societal
traditions and customs set by the society. There is another character in the fiction, Saeeda Bai,
a courtesan. The beauty of Saeeda is well described by Vikram Seth:

Only a few words had emerged from that lovely throat when the wah! wahs!
and other appreciative comments of the audience elicited an acknowledging
smile from Saeeda Bai. Lovely she certainly was, and yet in what did her
loveliness lie? Most of the men there would have been hard-pressed to explain
it; the woman sitting above might have been more perceptive. She was no more
than pleasing-looking, but she had all the airs of the distinguished courtesan -...

(A Suitable Boy 81)
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Maan Kapoor, a politician Mahesh Kapoor’s son, falls in love with Saeeda Bai but
eventually the low social status of being a courtesan proves obstacle in their love and Maan has
to cut off his contacts with Saeeda. This case shows the pomp and hypocrisy of the society
where people have sexual relations with prostitutes but they do not give equal social status to
them. They do not seem ready to accept them as a part of their society. It shows the double
standard and dual face of the society which on one hand wants to fulfill physical needs but on
the other hand denies to give social recognition and equal status to courtesans. In a way this
matter has been described as social injustice to fairer sex through depiction of Saeeda Bai’s
character.

The title of the novel, A Suitable Boy itself says a lot to the readers. A suitable boy
means a proper match for a girl. But does a suitable boy that is selected by the parents in the
society prove suitable for the girl for the rest of her life? or does a suitable girl that is found by
the parents of a boy prove a perfect match for him for the rest of his life? These are critical and
real questions that challenge marriage as an institution and relate to the existence of life too. In
many cases, even in arranged marriages, ‘suitable boy’ or the ‘suitable girl’ doesn’t turn out
proper or appropriate and so the cases of divorce have somehow increased in the society which
again and again raises question to the real identity and authenticity of the marriage as a societal
institution. Thus, through the characters of Lata and her mother Rupa Mehra, Seth explores the
theme of marriage and its varied dimensions.

Conclusion

One of the longest Indian English Fiction, A Suitable Boy is really a magnum opus by
Vikram Seth. Touching the readers with individual as well as universal appeal, the novel has
been undoubtedly one of the best sellers of the times. The novel is an apt representation of
social values, traditions and customs of Indian people of post independent India of 1950s. As
it deals with the middle class families, the novel is definitely an interesting piece of work for
the middle class readers. The novel deals with many more other issues, but the major one is
that of marriage. The fiction eventually has brought forth the real life issues of the middle class

people with the help of fictitious characters.
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custodians.” (ibid., pp.10-11)- sukthankar, v.s. wide his lectures entitled “on the
meaning of the Mahabharata " p.6.7

Shastree k.k.- The Jaya- samhita i.e. the Mahabharata vol.1 introduction, pp.6-25
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A Critical study of Kavita Kane's mythical fiction Sita’s Sister
Rathod Nehalben Mohanbhai
Abstract

Women are known to be the symbol of spirituality love strength sacrifice and courage
the role of women in today’s world is changing significantly mythology and folk tales present
their culture beliefs and values systems of ethnic groups. Indian epics are the curtain of
patriarchy with woman in the last stage of social ladder modern writers deal with the real telling
of epics from different viewpoints the modern writers draw parallels to contemporary issue like
honour Killing sexual violence gender discrimination and racism by retelling the mythologies.
Kavita Kane is known for writing mythology-fiction. Kavita Kane's Sita’s Sister is the best
rendition to the Ramayana from the worst hit women of the Ramayana. We all know what
happened to Rama, Sita and Lakshmana when they ventured to forest following Dasaratha's
orders. But what happened in palace Ayodhya when they were away. Who managed the broken
family? All the questions that were haunting us and which was left unanswered in Valmiki's
Ramayana. It is answered by Kavita Kane's Sita's Sister - the most neglected, marginalized and
less lime-lighted character who exists for namesake in the Ramayana -Urmila. Women is
considered to be submissive and subjugative not only in the ancient period but also in the
current scenario. She silently endures all pains and sufferings. The paper also aims in providing
an awareness to empower women and thereby overturn the stereotypical impressions of women
in society.

Keywords: Mythology, Feminism, Ramayana, Justice, Marginalisation

Myths are the most powerful tools used by patriarchy to subordinate women in the use
of language. Women poets revise myths to present their perspectives so far ignored. The myth
is a complex form of language and women poets steal the language in which they are humiliated
and refashion it to tell their story with her point of view.

Kavita Kane is one of the most popular and lauded authors in mythological retelling
genre. Our mythology is fulfilled with strong women characters who are hardly admired and
some like Sita’s sister, Urmila, don’t even find a substantial mention in the texts. She is the one
of them who suffered in silence. She protested against the patriarchy but her voice was silenced.
Kane in her Sita's Sister gives voice to the marginalized and most neglected character of the
Ramayana- Urmila. Urmila is always known Sita’s sister or Lakshman's wife or the one who
did not follow her husband in exile and chose the luxury of the Ayodhya. Valmiki's Ramayana

or the later versions of it never talk about character of Urmila as a clever and strong female
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figure. This may be because she did not adhere to the patriarchal norms like the quintessential
Sita. Therefore, Kavita Kane revisits the Ramayana from Urmila's points of view and gives her

a voice and justice to her character.
IDEAL SISTER AND DAUGHTER

The novel starts with Urmila's childhood and talks about how she was overshadowed
by Sita. Sita is the adopted daughter of king Janak and queen Sunaina. After they adopted Sita
they give birth to Urmila. Through a re-visioned myth making technique, Kane has portrayed
Urmila's character with a well-built feminine identity who takes bold stands in the male
dominated society. Devi comments,

“She is left unnoticed in mythology except for the term Urmila Nidhra which refers to
the fourteen-year long sleep of her in order to fulfill her husband's vow to guard Rama and Sita
day and night during their fourteen-year exile in the forest of Dandaka. Moreover, in killing of
Meghnath, the son of the demon king Ravana of Lanka, Urmila's name gets mentioned. The
story states that Meghnath could be killed by only a man who has not slept for fourteen years
and since Urmila shares her husband's sleep, evidently Lakshmana kills Meghnath. Hence, it
is clear that Urmila is given a passive role in the epic as the prime role Sita eclipses her sister
Urmila (2018 p.139).”

Urmila such a wonderful character is that she is never jealous of her sister Sita. Instead,
Sita is her world. Even when her mother Sunaina confesses that she did neglect Urmila, she
does understand not criticises her mother.

The opening scene of the novel shows the love Urmila has for Sita. Even during the
swayamvar Urmila is apprehensive for Sita. Before the swayamvar when Lakshman attacks a
demon disguised as Sita, Urmila thinks that he has killed her Sister. She snatches his dagger
and tries to kill Lakshman, the love of her life Such is the love Urmila has for Sita. Her love
for Sita surpasses her love for Lakshman. Later when Kaikeyi does not accept Sita with respect.
at that time Urmila was totally upset. Kaikeyi said to Urmila the real Janaki and Maithili. As a
daughter, Urmila was always secondary to Sita. Therefore, Kaikeyi calling her Janaki should
have made her happy. On the other hand, Urmila is quick in her response and corrects word of
Kaikeyi, “I am neither. Urmila corrected emphatically. It is Sita who is called Janaki and
Maithili, Mother. Her tone was almost defiant.” (Sita's Sister-61). Even when Urmila gets to
know that Keykeyi wants Ram to remarry, Urmila is flabbergasted. She opposes it loudly: Do
they seriously take us to be such tame girls who will scurry to obey'?" scoffed Urmila in grim

agreement.” (Sita's Sister-61).
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The Ramayana is not only based on the morals such as the triumph of goodness over
evil. Brotherhood, obedience, compassion, love, sacrifice all looped into the thread of Indian
cultural society. But it also lays emphasizes on the value of dharma in Indian mythology. As
in the Ramayana, Ram is known as Maryada Parushottama who fulfills his Putra Dharma,
while Lakshman, Bharat and Satrughna fulfill their Bhrata dharma, Ram'’s wife, Sita is also
known as the epitome of traditional Indian wife for following her Patni Dharma. They all
become the epitome of dharma hood. But what happens to Urmila, who is either known as
Sita's sister or Laxman's wife. Like Sita, she also follows Patni dharma and sacrifices of her
desires and happiness and welcomes pain.

“One often wonders why is there so little said about the brave and self-sacrificing wife
of Lakshman, who upheld dharma as much as Rama did. If Rama went on an exile to fulfil the
promise given by his father to Kaikeyi, citing it to be his dharma to fulfil his father's wishes,
Urmila exiled herself in the palace, so that Lakshman could fulfil his promise of always
protecting his brother (Shekha, 2015).”

Urmila’s sacrifice is harder than Sita's. Both are newly married. Sita has the satisfaction
of staying with her husband Rama during the exile period which Urmila hasn't. Sita is
acclaimed for her sacrifice. But what about Urmila's? She, herself a new bride of Ayodhya,
stays away from her husband for fourteen years so that others are able to fulfill their dharmas.
Her staying away from her husband Laxman for fourteen years was no way less than an exile.
In Sita’s Sister, Sita utters:

"You make my exile a simple task compared to what you are doing. Not only you are
going to be separated from your husband for the next fourteen years, but you don't want your
husband to even think of you lest he distresses from his goal to serve his brother. | bow to you,
sister for vanvas. your Exile here in the palace shall be way harder than mine in the forest. Give
me your strength and | know | shall succeed too" (153).

When Lakshman and Sita decide to accompany Ram in exile, Urmila is more worried
about her sister. She knows that Sita is naive and hence worries about the dangers she will be
exposed to in the forest. She doesn't complain when Lakshman leaves Urmila. But She protests
when she fears that Mandavi's future is going to be similar to her life. When Bharat announces
that he will spend fourteen years in Nandigram doing penance Urmila questions him. She loves
her sisters very much to let them suffer what she is going through She is fearless, she questions
everyone including Vishwamitra and Guru Kashyapa on what dharma is it that wives are left
by their husbands. What the novel tries to discuss about is the hypocrisy of the patriarchal

society. The continuous changes in socio-economic and psycho-cultural facet of human living
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have been the reason behind a great change in the role of Indian women from ancient period to
present contemporary society. Some female figures like Urmila, Kunti, Sita, Draupadi, Tara,
Ahalya and Parvati from the Hindu mythology are considered ideals due to their high moral
values. They are the epitome of womanhood, who have given their great contribution to the
socio-cultural development of Indian society.

“...Women have played a silent, self-effacing role to sustain Indian civilization down
the ages They have made their influence felt in all walks of life but retained the feminine
graces-motherliness, wife’s Fidelity, kinship bonds, cultural norms and the cherished “home
sweet home” instinct” (Mishra, 2017).

The book is called “Sita’s Sister” and not Urmila. This is may be because Urmila every
time put her sister beyond everything, sometimes even beyond her husband Lakshman. The
patriarchy and the concept of heterosexual marriage expects a woman to dedicate herself to her
husband’s family and separate herself from her maternal relations. The love betwixt brothers
is always appreciated and used as an example. Ram-Lakshman’s relation is the epitome of
brotherhood. However, the relation betwixt sisters is never appreciated and talked about in our
society.

IDEL WIFE

Urmila's love for Lakshman is really the epitome of love. It is unconditional during
Sita's swayamvar. After some time, Urmila realises that she actually loves to Lakshman. In
swayamvar, When Rishi Parashuram is angry on Lakshman as he misunderstands that it is
Lakshman who broke the Shiva Dhanush, Urmila direct jumps in to save Lakshman. In the
swayamvar filled with many brave princes, including the bravest ones like Ram, no one dares
face Parashuram’s anger but Urmila. Urmila's intelligence saves Lakshman from Parashuram
anger. Urmila's love for Lakshman is such that she agrees to marry him even though she knows
she will always be secondary to Ram. Lakshman confesses that if he has to choose betwixt
Ram and Urmilla, he will be always choosing Ram. Urmila is the one who is Sita's confidante.
It is because of Urmila’s self-confidence, courage, and supporting nature, her sisters look upon
her for backing. She is every time remained a positive catalyst in their lives. After falling in
love with Ram, when Sita gets worried about the fate of the Swayamvar. Urmila ressas Sita
that he would be the special one "who will becak that bow" and win her over and get marry
him. Urmila's such words helped Sita in getting calm down. but for Sita, she was her anchor
who secured her to a comforting veracity of her own existence. Urmila was her life line; she

was her soulmate"” (Sita's Sister, 22).
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Urmila agrees to marry to Lakshman. She promises him that she will never put him in
a situation where he will even have to choose. When Lakshman decides to accompany his
brother in exile Urmila though accepted, she doesn’t fight with her husband, she doesn’t even
ask him to take her with him as she realises that would jeopardise his duty towards Ram. When
her mother asks her about loneliness how she feels about Lakshman not being with her she
replies that:

“As a wife. I did. And I stood by his decision, replied Urmila. Staying behind wasn't
giving up my rights. Ma, it was accepting a reality, a responsibility. Sita and | followed the
same principle though the outcome and experience are so different-se followed our dharma
Ram had to go to the forest and she went with him. Lakshman considered his dharma to serve
his brother so he went with his brother and | agreed to stay back, however much it broke my
heart.

Urmila took her mother's hand. I supported him in this decision. By going with him. |
would have simply imposed myself on him, | would have been a distraction. | helped him
follow his heart and his greater good. "(Sita's Sister: 118)

Urmila asks Sita not to talk about her in exile. She doesn't want Lakshman to miss her
thus making his exile more difficult. Lakshman asks her not to cry when he leaves to her. And
Urmila keeps this promise and when Lakshman comes back after fourteen years she begs that
she be allowed to cry. As an ideal wife she supports always her husband, she never complains
though questions. Urmila is also an ideal daughter-in-law. She takes care of the entire family
in absence of her husband. Urmila tries to resolve the rift betwixt Kausalya and Kaikeyi. She
tries to happy Mandavi who is separated from her husband. She tries to include Kaikeyi, who
is despised by everyone, in the family. She tries to keep well keep them together. She introduces
the tradition of eating together. Hence, Urmila becomes the son of the family.

URMILA V/S SITA

Sita, Urmila, Mandavi and Shrutikurti, the four adorable princesses of the Mithila. Sita,
the eldest of the four and the adopted child of Mithila king Janak and queen Sunaina. whereas
Urmila was born one year later after Sita's adoption. However, they are to different from each
other. Sita accepts everything without questioning. While Urmila does question every time.
Sita supports her husband without being critical. Urmila supports her husband only after
analysing his decision. While Kaikeyi’s reaction to Sita and no one questioned by anyone. But
Urmilais critical about it. All the woman characters: Sita, Mandavi, Kirti and even also Kaikeyi

are unable to understand the evil intentions of Manthara. It is Urmila who warns her sisters of
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this evil Manthara. Urmila is the best example of the feminist voice-one who truly believes that
men and women are equal, one who believes that like the wife, husband too has a duty towards
his wife. She is bold enough to criticise the male hypocrisy when Bharat announces that he will
stay in Nandigram for fourteen years. She says,

So be it, Bharat, like your brothers, Ram and Lakshman, you too shall live a life of an
ascenic, free from the bond of love and worldly care. Who cares whatever happens to your wife
and your family?” she asked each word mouthed with cold deliberation. ‘Today, in this room,
we have talked about all sorts of dharma of the father and the sons of the king and the princes,
of the Brahmin and the Kshatriya, even of the wife for her husband. But is there no dharma of
the husband for his wife? No dharma of the son for his mother? Is it always about the father,
sons and brothers? What is the dharma of the man for his wife, the dharma of a man for his
mother? Please give me an answer’

Everything, Guruder, has been personal here, every single political decision. It’s about
the father, the brother, the sons; but pray, what about the mothers, the wives? But yes, it is their
dharma to follow their husband’s decisions and duties. (Sita’s sister: 138)

When the Gurus tells Urmila that she has no right to talk about family affairs she
reminds them she is part of this family too. She openly criticises the four brothers that they
may be good sons but not good husbands.

“If you could not keep the vows you made to your wives, why did you brothers marry?
You may be the best of the princes, the perfect sons, the ideal brothers, probably the ideal king
too, but never the good husband! (Sita’s Sister: 140)”

Everyone talks about in our society Sita’s sacrifice, no one talks about Urmila’s. This
novel is like an answer to Lakshman’s question “O Urmila will the world ever know of your
inner suffering, your divine sacrifice?” (Sita’s Sister: 102)

Even Sumitra appreciates Urmila’s selfless sacrifice. She says,

“We were blind and mute to your pain, your hopelessness. And yet you gave us your
all. For years, we were being torn apart by mutual distrust and resentment but all of us
pretended that all was well, that denial was the best policy, except you. You made us face the
truth. You shoved us the mirror to the real us, not a reflection of what the world-and we
ourselves believed about us. We thank you for making us happier, better people. (Sita’s
sister:19)”

Patriarchal society never talks about Urmila because it doesn’t want any woman to
question but to blindly follow like Sita. Hence the quintessential woman is always Sita, not

Urmila.
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CONCLUSION

A wonderful recitation of the Ramayana from a different perspective, a tweaked,
twisted and romanticized version of Ramayana, Sita's sister gives the due respect to a woman
who stood tall at a time when giant characters fell. Kane’s “Sita’s Sister” gives voice to the
unheard or marginalized character of the Ramayana — Urmila. She uses reinventing technique
to present Urmila as a modern contemporary woman who negotiates her way through
circumstances to achieve what she wants rather than be passivised as a woman who makes
glorious sacrifices. Urmila marry to Lakshman in spite of knowing his priorities and her
decision to stay back in the palace. Unlike Sita, she does not have the privilege of being with
her husband, Urmila is an assertive, intelligent, strong, critical, sensitive and passionate
woman.
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