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Preface
Dear Reader,

State in the western part of India, Gujarat presents a rich treasure of culture and heritage
that has been woven through centuries of history. This state is a captivating blend of tradition
and modernity, where ancient customs harmoniously coexist with contemporary influences.
The strategic location, long coastline, centuries old sculptures-handicrafts-arts-festivals and
globally recognized sits are the gifts that make the state stand out.

Gujarat’s cultural landscape is adorned with a plethora of festivals, art forms and rituals.
The state’s most famous festival, Navratri, showcases exuberant Garba and Dandiya Raas
dances, accompanied by rhythmic music that reverberates through the night. The festival not
only celebrates religious significance but also unites people in joyful revelry.

The volume contents consist of diffrent culture of Gujarat State. This volume include
12 research papers make a valuable contribution to understand the cultural heritage of Gujarat.

We have made an effort here, so that today’s young generation can read and understand
the different cultural heritage of Gujarat by reading this book. This is one of our effort to
understnading of cultural heritage of Gujarat arise in your life.

A generous theme considered by this book, as this is the main concern of most of the
researchers nowadays, directions for the future of teaching can be unified by working together
— the opening chapter reveals a unified vision of authors of different national background and
using different research methodology on the same challenging idea — “Cultural Heritage of
Gujarat”.

Dr. Hina M. Patel, and
Prof. Jitendra D. Vihol
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Culture and Heritage of Gujarat: Exploring the Vibrant Festivals, Art,
Music, Sculpture and Architecture
Dr. Sejal B. Patel
Adhyapak Sahayak,
Department of Economics,

Anand Commerce College, Anand, Gujarat - 388001

Introduction

Guijarat is India's fifth-largest state and is situated on the western coast. For decades,
the state has managed to preserve its rich history, culture, and customs. Gujarat, the ninth most
populated state in India, is easily recognizable for its vibrancy, colour, and friendliness. Gujarat
is a treasure trove of cultural history and rich heritage. The remarkable size of the monuments
and buildings constructed with antiquated technology makes them stand out. For instance, the
vibrant palaces of the Dawoodi Bohra Muslim community in Siddhpur provide as a visual
representation of centuries-old remnants. In the eighteenth century, the Gaekwad royal family
founded their empire in the old city of Baroda, which is now known as VVadodara. This city is
home to the sprawling Lakshmi Vilas Palace, which showcases Indo-Saracenic architecture.
There are numerous other exquisite palaces that offer important insights into the history of
architectural marvels, such as Naulakha Palace, Prag Mahal Palace, Vijay Vilas Palace and
Lakhota Palace.

What is Culture and heritage?

Cultural development is a historical process. Our ancestors have learned many things
from their ancestors. With time he added to it through his experiences. He left out what was
unnecessary. We also learned a lot from our ancestors. As time passes, we keep adding new
thoughts, new feelings to them and similarly we keep leaving what we do not consider useful.
In this way culture is transmitted from one generation to the next. The culture we receive from
our ancestors is called cultural heritage. This heritage exists at many levels. The culture that
humanity as a whole has adopted as heritage is called the heritage of humanity. A nation also
inherits culture which is called national cultural heritage. Cultural heritage includes all those
aspects or values that humans have received from their ancestors from generation to generation.
Those values are revered, protected and preserved with unbroken continuity and future

generations are proud of.
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Some examples will prove helpful in clarifying the concept of inheritance. Taj Mahal,
Swami Narayan Temple (Gandhi Nagar and Delhi), Red Fort of Agra, Qutub Minar of Delhi,
Mysore Palace, Jain Temple of Dilwara (Rajasthan), Dargah of Nizamuddin Auliya, Golden
Temple of Amritsar. Shishganj Gurudwara in Delhi, Sanchi Stupa, Christian Church in Goa,
India Gate etc. are important places of our heritage and should be preserved in any way.

Apart from these architectural creations, buildings and artefacts, intellectual
achievements, philosophy, texts of knowledge, scientific inventions and discoveries are also
part of the heritage. In the Indian context, the contribution of Baudhayana, Aryabhata and
Bhaskaracharya in the field of mathematics, astronomy and astrology, of Kanad and
Varahamihir in the field of physics, Nagarjuna in the field of chemistry, Sushruta and Charak
in the field of medicine, Patanjali in the field of yoga is our Indian contribution. There are rich
treasures of cultural heritage. Culture is changeable but our heritage is not. Each of us who
belongs to a culture or a certain group may take cultural traits from another community/culture,
but our association with the Indian cultural heritage will not change. Our Indian cultural
heritage will keep us bound to each other as Indian literature and scriptures like Vedas,
Upanishads, Geeta and Yoga etc. have contributed in the progress of civilization by providing
right knowledge, right action, behaviour and practice as a complement to civilization. Is.
Importance of Culture in Human Life

Culture is closely related to life. It is not an external object nor an ornament that humans
can use. It's not just a touch of colour either. This is the quality that makes us human. Without
culture there would be no humans. Culture is continuously linked to traditions, beliefs, style of
life, spiritual aspect and material aspect. It teaches us the meaning of life, the way to live life.
Man is the creator of culture and at the same time culture makes man human.

A fundamental element of culture is religious belief and its symbolic expression. We
should respect religious identity, while also being aware of contemporary efforts to foster
dialogue across religious beliefs, often referred to as intercultural dialogue. As the world
becomes more connected, we are becoming more global and living on a broader global scale.
We cannot think that there is only one way to live and that is the true path. The need for
coexistence has also necessitated the coexistence of different cultures and beliefs. Therefore,
before we make any such mistake, it would be better if we know other cultures as well as our
own culture well Understand. How can we discuss about other cultures unless we also

understand the values of our own culture? Truth, Shiva and Sundar are three eternal values
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which are closely related to culture. It is culture that brings us closer to the truth through
philosophy and religion. It provides beauty in our lives through arts and makes us aesthetic-
feeling human beings; It is culture that makes us moral human beings and brings us in close
contact with other human beings and at the same time teaches us the lessons of love, tolerance
and peace.

Culture and Heritage of Gujarat

Gujarat — Gurjbhoomi — Karmabhoomi of Lord Shri Krishna — Birthplace of Father of
the Nation Mahatma Gandhi and Iron Man Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel. The spiritual roots of
Gujarat are very deep. Gujarat is rich in rich, rich and priceless heritage of history, lore and
culture. Pilgrimages and pilgrimages of Gujarat are prominent parts of our culture, so it was
from here that the first Gujarati people left for trade.

The people of Gujarat are courageous and adventurous, modest in nature, sophisticated,
insightful, loving, full of patriotism, chivalrous and woman-respecting and friendly manners.
For the people here, Telangana poet Vaikantadhvari said in the seventeenth century: 'This
Gurjar country is a sight to behold. It is like heaven, full of all wealth — its pages honeyed with
camphor and sweet betel leaves adorn the faces of the youth. Various divyambars assume it.
Wears ornaments of glittering gems. The beauty of the women here is also unparalleled. Their
faces are lotuses and their eyes are blue lotuses.' These words uttered by Vaikantadhvari, the
poet for Gurjarbhoomi, are meaningful. Generally, the personality of a social group has its
foundation in the distinctiveness of its inhabitants. Regionalism is determined by dress,
customs, food, dialect, mental attitudes, etc., and these are also traditional cultural traits. Due
to which Gujarat has become rich in cultural field. Cultural heritage includes language,
literature, art, religion, culture, sculpture-architecture etc.

If you want to find the roots of Gujarati literature, if you want to see a glimpse of the
heroism and enthusiasm of the Gurjar people, you can find it from Acharya Shri
Hemchandrasuri's book 'Siddha Hem'. ‘Bharateshwarbahudhali Dhor' (1169 AD) is the first
work in Old Gujarati, among the post-Jain poets before Narasimha can be counted Sridhar
Vyas, Bhima and Abdur Rahman. Asait wrote and performed Bhavai's Vesho by combining all
four elements of singing, playing, dancing and acting. Gujarati literature flourished with the
rise of Narasimha Mehta (1410-1480 AD). The poets of Narasimha, full of devotion, will live
on in the Gujarati language as long as there are feelings of love and devotion in the human
heart. Then Meeran, Premananda and Shamal in the seventeenth-eighteenth centuries are

remembered for their devotional and evocative hymns (Meeran), Vedhak Chhappa (Akho) with
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luscious tales and charming stories. Among the post-Shamal poets, mentionable goddess
devotees Vallabh Mewado, Pritam, Ratno, Bapu Saheb Gaekwad, Chabkha Narar Bhojo and
Girdhar come.

Dayaram, the star of medieval literature, gave us Garabis and gave us a form of
Prelamakshna bhakti. The medieval literary journey ends in the archaic age. In which religious,
social, political, literary and cultural aspects are touched. While advocates of social reform like
Durgaram, Mahipatram, Narmad, Govardhanram, Manilal and Anandshankar sought self-
denial. Gujarati literature was steeped in mysticism at the hands of Dalpatram, followed by
Navalram, Bholanath Sarabhai, Mahipatram, Karsandas, Ichharam Suryaram Desai, Jahangir
Marzban, Govardhanram, Manilal Dwivedi, Narasimharao Divetia, Ramanbhai Neelkanth,
poet Kant, Kalapi, Dalpatram, poet Nanalal, Bal VVantarai Thakor and Mahatma Gandbhi, the
people’s leader and the saviour of mankind, has the same contribution.

Then Kakasaheb Kalelkar, K.M. The arrival of Munshi, Late Desai, Dhoomketu,
Dwiref, Zawerchand Meghani and Umashankar is an important literary event. So Sneharshmi,
Sundaram, Ch. Mehta, Pannalal, Ishwar Petlikar, Madiya, Shivkumar Joshi, Prahlad Parekh,
Rajendra Shah, Niranjan Bhagat, Priyankant Maniyar, Nalin Rawal, Hasmukh Pathak's novels
and poems of 'Modernity' emerges fluently. So the poems of Balmukund Dave, Venibhai
Purohit, Ushanas and Jayant Pathak and Harindra Dave and Suresh Dalak have combined the
past and the present. Archaic writers have also enriched the Gujarati language. Chandrakant
Bakshi, Raghuveer Chaudhary, Radheshyam Sharma, Madurai, Adil Mansuri, Srikant Shah,
Madhav Ramanuja, Chinu Modi, Gunwant Shah, Bholabhai Patel etc. are equally important
names.

If the Gujarati people take pride in their own language and self-culture, if they value
the language, it will continue to progress and can be given a high position. Here, it is examining
the various facets that characterize Gujarat and its people in order to fully grasp the state's
variety and distinctive culture.

Fairs and Cultural Festivals of Gujarat

The major fairs are Modhera fair (Modhera - Mehsana district), Bhadarvi Poonam fair
(Ambaji - Banaskantha district), Bhavnath fair (Girnar - Junagadh district), Tarnetar fair
(Tarnetar - Surendranagar district) and Vautha fair (Dholka - Ahmedabad district). Gujarat is
known for its vibrant cultural celebrations, which are a reflection of the diversity of its people.
Visitors from neighbouring states travel to Gujarat to watch and take part in the state's

magnificent celebrations of holidays such as Makar Sankranti, Rath Yatra, Rann Utsav, Diwali,
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and Navratri Mahotsav. In remembrance of the villagers' chiefs and leaders who came together
for the Durbar during British administration in India, the Dang Durbar Fair is held annually.
The majority-tribal Dangs district is where it is being hosted. Mahadev Utsav, Bhadra Purnima
Utsav, and Shamlaji Fair are a few other significant fairs that take place in the state. Rann Utsav
is a celebration of the White Rann's inherent brightness, music, dance, and superb arts and
crafts. The state's culture has been captured in all its hues through its deft execution and superb
design.

Polo (Vijaynagar — Sambarkantha District), Kite Festival and Kankaria Carnival
(Ahmedabad), Tana-Riri Festival (Vadnagar), Uttarardha - Dance Festival (Modhera),
Ranotsava (Kutch) etc. Gujarat news There are cultural-tourist places.

Arts and Crafts of Gujarat

Guijarati artists provide the most exquisite and vibrant handicrafts. Gujarat has
exceptional creative skill and prowess in jewellery, furniture, textiles with elaborate
embroidery, and interior décor elements. Gujarat's handicrafts and arts play a significant role
in maintaining the state's legacy and culture. The many handloom techniques and handicrafts
include mirror work, appliqué, metal work, leather work, and patchwork. The bead art of places
like Saurashtra and Khambhat is well known. Meenakari and Sankheda furniture demonstrate
the people’s exquisite taste in woodworking. Patola sarees have intricate, intricate patterns that
give them a lovely, traditional style. Gujarat's oldest textile craft is gold thread zari embroidery,
which dates back to the Mughal era. The old tribal Warli paintings and the lacquer paintings of

the Khatris of the Kutch region should be mentioned.
Folk Art

From the Vedic period to the Middle Ages, the sagas of Khalanar who defeated the
invasion of several tribes are alive in Gujarat in the form of folk art, folk music or folklore.
Folk art is the art of the common people. These artists created art with a secular element,
preserving the practical and religious tradition that appealed to the masses. This section also
includes murals, sculptures, baked clay toys, embroidery, knitting etc. Making figures of
animals and birds on beads, dust pictures, paper or wall. This should also include pictures or
writings on tarpaulin. Also, folk artists are also doing the work of making beautiful decorations
by gluing gar, filling with colourful clay, pasting abhala. The artists of the tribal caste in the
eastern belt of Gujarat mainly know the art of making clay horses, toys, making idols of gods
and goddesses, making murals etc. Self in folk music. The names of Hemu Gadhvi,

Divalibehan Bhil, Prafulla Dave, Lakhadan Gadhvi and Balakrishna Dave are well known.
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Painting

Examples of painting in Gujarat have been obtained from the earliest centres of the
Indus Civilization, such as Lothal Rangpur or Rojdi. This means that Gujarati painters have
gained fame by painting on canvas, from bhiti planks to palm leaf, wooden planks, cloth and
paper. One of the proudest chapters of Gujarati art is the Pichhwai-painting style. Some of our
world famous painters include Ravi Shankar Rawal, Kanu Desai, Rasiklal Parikh, Chhaganlal
Jadav, Hiralal Khatri, Yajneswar Shukla, Somalal Shah, Bansilal Verma, Ishwar Sagara,
Peeraji Sagara, Bhupen Khakhar etc.

Music and Dance Forms of Gujarat

UNESCO has inscribed the popular Gujarati folk dance ‘Garba’ on its Representative
List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity. Gujarati traditional music frequently
includes bhajans. Sugam Sangeet has become well-known all across the world in recent years.
The musical instruments found in the state are diverse and include the Turi, Ektara, Manjira,
Jantar, Dhol, Prabhati, and Ravanahatta. One significant genre of Gujarati folk music is the
bardic tradition. Gujarat is a state known for its colourful dance forms that unite people in
celebration of the event. Both men and women execute the dance known as "Dandiya Raas,"
which has its roots in the stories of Lord Krishna and the gopis. Dandiya are the bamboo sticks
that are utilized as dancing props. Garba is a vivacious dancing style that is typically done in a
circle by women. Garba dancers circle the sacred statue of Shakti while adorned in the most
exquisite and vibrant clothing. The rural villages around the lake execute an intriguing dance
called Padhar Nala.

The dance tradition of Gujarat is as ancient as the Puranic times. A course in music and
dance was started in the Faculty of Fine Arts in Vadodara after seeing the people's inclination
towards polite dances in the archaic period. Darpan, Kadamba, Nrityabharati, Nartan School
of Dance, Vadodara's Madhur Jyoti etc. are among the dance schools that provide training in
Bharat Natyam, Kathak, Manipuri Odissi dances in other big cities like Ahmedabad. Among
classical dancers of ancient Gujarat, the contribution of dancers like Mrinalini Sarabhai,
Kumudini Lakhia, Savitabehan Mehta, Zaveri sisters, Pratima Pandit, Smita Shastri, Mallika
Sarabhai is invaluable in the field of dance.

Traditional Costumes of Gujarat

Guijarati traditional clothing frequently has block or tie-dye designs. A key component

of the clothing that embodies Gujarati culture is patola silk. Chaniya Choli's colourful women's

clothing is a significant part of celebrations, particularly Navratri. This is a long, bulky skirt
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paired with a mirror-work shirt and chunni scarf. The traditional dress worn by the women of
Kutch is called abhaas. Typically, men dress in kurta and dhoti. Crotchety pants made of cotton
are lightweight and ideal for hot weather. Their vibrant, frock-like kediu top is typically worn
during exuberant festivities. They frequently don phantom headgear. Traditional bridal wear
includes the exquisite Gharchola silk saree with zari embroidery and the white Panetar saree
with a red Bandhani border. The groom's kurta, on the other hand, has beautiful embroidery on
it.

Theatre

With the progress of literature came the progress of decent playwriting. Kalidasa's plays
began to be translated. Translations of Shakespeare's plays began to be performed on the stage.
Parsis are the cornerstones of the development of Gujarati theatre, the names of Dadabhai
Thoothy, Dadabhai Patel, Nazir Modi, Kawasji Khatau, Baliwala, Katrak and Sorabji will
continue to light up the theatre. Theatre in Mumbai was influenced by the theatre of the south.
So the heater activity also developed well in the kingdoms of Kathiawar. Gujarati theatre
brought characters like Buddha, Sikandar, Chandragupta, Harsha, Shivaji, Rana Pratap,
Prithviraj and Narismha Mehta or Miran to the stage. With the passage of time, musical
elements were added to the dramas and poetry and music were integrated and the art of drama
became refined. Chandravadan Mehta among archaic dramatists laid a solid foundation of
arcane theatre and lauded his efforts to bring out the latent power of theatre.

Sculpture and Architecture in Gujarat

Guijarat has a rich cultural and artistic heritage. Haveli architecture, mandap entrances,
khadki, madh, zharukho, etc. are found well carved in wood and stone. The carvings done in
the artificial water bodies like ancient lakes, ponds, wells and wavs of Gujarat are not known
all over the world. Like Patan's Sahastraling Lake and Ranaki Vav, Ahmedabad's Adalaj Vav
etc. Jali of Sidi Syed of Ahmedabad, Surya Mandir of Modhera, Jain temples of Delwara and
Kumbhariya, famous Shiva temple of Somnath, Jain temples of Shatrunjay, Taranga and other
places, Shamlaji Temple, Dehra of Hathisingh of Ahmedabad, Rani Rupmati Masjid of
Ahmedabad, Sheikh Saheb's Rojo of Sarkhej etc.

Thus, the literary-cultural development of Gujarat has been going on continuously. In
the development of Indian culture for thousands of years, we, as Gujarati people, have imbibed
some good things. Our language, script, learning, art, our literature, our religion, our
philosophy, our spirit of family and marriage, our spirit of hospitality, our music, arts like

dance-drama-painting or our architecture and sculpture are all outstanding. It is worth
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preserving. And to tell the future generation, don't forget the 'Gurjari Maat', the misfits of
English culture.

Mahabat Tomb The mausoleum is a prime illustration of Indo-Islamic architecture's
exquisite craftsmanship. In the 19th century, it was built in Junagadh, a historic town at the
base of the Girnar Hills. With its exquisite, detailed decorations and spectacular architecture,
Ahmedabad's Jama Masjid mosque is a magnificent example of architectural talent. Notable
examples of Islamic architecture are the Sidi Bashir Mosque and the Sidi Sayyid Mosque with
the Jhulta Minaret. The Uparkot Fort was constructed in 319 BC by Chandragupta Maurya. It
features numerous historic buildings, such as Buddhist rock-cut caves and stepwells. Beautiful
stepwells that narrate enthralling historical tales are Bai Harir Ni Vav, Adalaj Stepwell in
Ahmedabad, and Rani Ki Vav in Paltan. The majority of Gujarat's forts are constructed of
stone, and their majesty is enhanced by arches and enormous gates. The styles of warfare that
were popular at the time of creation had an impact on the layout and architecture. Lakhota Fort
in Jamnagar, Pavagadh Fort in Panchmahal district, Purana Fort in Surat, llva Durga in Idar,
and Zinzuwada Fort in the Rann of Kutch are a few of the well-known names.

Cultural, Mythological and Archaeological in Gujarat Places

Lothal (Dholka taluk), Rangpur (Limdi taluk, Surendranagar district), Dholavira (Kutch
district), Rozdi or Srinathgarh (Rajkot district) etc. are the major places. Vadnagar's famous
Kirtitoran, Emperor at Girnar Parvat Taliti in Junagadh Inscription of Ashoka, the famous Sun
Temple at Modhera, Fort and Gate of Champaner, Rudramahalaya of Siddhapur, Mansur Lake
in Viramgam, the largest in Ahmedabad Jama Masjid, the Benmoon hanging minaret,
picturesque and fine Sidi Syed's latticework with carvings, the Jain dera of Hatsingh, Sarkhej's
Rojo, Rani Ciprini Masjid, Nagina Wadi etc., Shastriling Lake and Ranaki Vav of Patan,
Rajmahal at VVadodara, Mahobat Khan's Tomb at Junagadh, Parsi Agiyari of Navsari etc. of
Gujarat There are places of historical importance.

Religious Places

Temple of Dwarkadhish in Dwarka and Shardapith of Jagadguru Shankaracharya,
Somnath Temple, one of the 12 Jyotirlingas, Ambaji (Banaskantha District) Bahucharaji
(Mehsana District) in North Gujarat, Mahakali Temple (Pavagadh - Panchmahal District),
Meera Datar (Unawa - Patan District), Jaintirtha (Bhavnagar Pal District), Ranchoraiji of
Mandir (Dakor, Kheda district), Shamlaji (Aravalli district) etc. are pilgrimage places of

religious importance in Gujarat.
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Religion in Gujarat
Guijarat, like the majority of Indian states, is home to a diverse population. The state's
principal religions include Buddhism, Islam, Jainism, and Hinduism. Thus, the state's festivals,

customs, rituals, way of life, and artistic expression all represent the plurality of cultures.

Buddhist and Jain Caves

There are Buddhist and Jain caves in Gujarat at Vadnagar, Taranga, Khanalida,
Junagadh, Shamlaji, Koteshwar, Talaja, Dhak, Jankaria etc.
Language of Gujarat

Guijarati is the Indo-Aryan language spoken by the state's indigenous population. It is
derived from Sanskrit. It is the 26th most widely spoken language in the world, with numerous
dialects spoken throughout the state. A portion of the population speaks languages including
Hindi, Marwari, Marathi, and Urdu because of the impact of nearby states. Gujarati culture
heavily relies on the Kutchi language spoken in the semi-arid region of Kutch.
Gujarat Food Culture Tradition

Guijarati food is primarily vegetarian. The staples of traditional cuisine include rice,
vegetables, lentils, and flatbread. After desserts, there are sweet foods like "gur,” or jaggery,
and mango shrikhand. Gujarati Kadhi, Dhokla, Thepla, Dal Dhokli, Undhiyu, Fafda, Handvo,
Ganthiya, Khandvi, and Handvo are some of the state's most authentic and traditional dishes.
Chutney, pickles, and farsan make excellent side dishes for hearty dinners. A typical Gujarati
meal consists of Bhakri-Shaak or Khichdi-Kadhi. Each region has its own distinct flavour and
combination of flavours. Gujarat's coastal climate is dry, thus eating enough sugar, lemon, and
tomato in your diet will help you stay hydrated.
Tourism in Gujarat

The cities of Gujarat are its cultural pride. Ancient Dwarka, its first capital, is one of
the sacred 'Char Dham' Hindu pilgrimage sites. Ahmedabad was named the first UNESCO
World Heritage City in India in 2017. People from many communities of Islam, Jainism, and
Hinduism live there. Gandhiji's Ashram is a historically significant Ahmedabad tourist
destination. Other significant locations are the Harappan dockyard and trading hub, Lothal, the
hill station of Saputara, sometimes known as the "abode of serpents,™ and the city of Siddhapur.

Gujarat has a rich past filled with magnificent buildings. And its many houses of
worship are reflections of this. The Solanki dynasty's emperors constructed the Sun Temple in
Modhera village during the eleventh century. India is well-known for its pilgrimage sites,
which include Shatrunjaya Hill Temple, Somnath Temple, and Dwarkadhish Temple. Gujarat

9|Page



ISBN-978-81-969178-0-7
First Edition

is home to numerous sanctuaries for birds and wildlife. The largest blackbuck and spiral-horned
Indian antelope populations can be found at Velavadar Blackbuck National Park. Other
picturesque locations are Gir National Park, Narara Marine National Park, and Nalsarovar Bird
Sanctuary. The Rann of Kutch, a huge semi-arid region, is a popular tourist and cultural
destination. Aside from this, history buffs should definitely visit the Polo Forest and Idar Hill
Fort in the Sabarkantha area.
Occupation in Gujarat

The state's primary occupation is agriculture, with residents mostly growing cotton,
rice, wheat, sugarcane, and millet. Dairy and milk products are also essential goods. Products
of industry such as petroleum and cement add a lot to the economy. The tourism,
pharmaceutical, and automobile industries are Gujarat's three main sources of income.
Guijarat's film industry has long contributed unique cinematic expressions separate from
popular culture. India has a sizable local and regional cinema industry. The first movie it
released was called "Narsingh Mehta™ in 1932. Gujarati people have managed to hold onto
their traditions and rituals in spite of the effects of urbanization. They comprise an ethnically
diverse group with a distinct history and way of life. The lives of the people were connected to
the state's identity.
Summary

Guijarat is a state that is distinct and alluring due to its rich and varied cultural legacy.
Guijarat is a state with a rich history of architecture, monuments, and culture that demonstrate
its magnificence and majesty. Gujarat is a state whose crafts and artwork showcase its diversity
and inventiveness. Gujarat is a state whose dance and music convey its lively celebration of
life. Gujarat is a state whose food and way of life are a reflection of its diverse topography and
cultural heritage. The state of Gujarat is home to a proud, welcoming, colourful, and lively

culture.
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Gujarat may have earned the position of being most industrialized and developed states
of India but the people of Gujarat have preserved the rich Culture and tradition of
Gujarat. Hence, it is rightly said “JyaJya Vase Gujarati, tyatya Vase Gujarat” (Wherever in the
world lives Gujarati, there live Gujarat) and the state stands as “Heart of India” due to
Multiculturalism. From food to faiths and beliefs Guajarati’s carry a unique culture in almost
all the aspects of their lives. Shri Modi had once beautifully described the importance of the
culture and its uniqueness “Never forget your ancestors, your roots and the place where you
have come from. Always remember one thing, have a strong bond with your culture, tradition

and native place as in these lie our uniqueness and oneness!” he said
A journey towards the Rich Culture of Gujarat:

The Traditional Gujarati Food:

Vegetarianism is a dominant thread in Guijarati society. Geographically Gujarat is
divided into 4 parts, mainly North Gujarat, Kathiawad, Kutch and South Gujarat therefore;
there are some variations in eating habits and methods of preparations but the famous Gujarati
dishes are Dhokla, Khandhvi, Undhiyu, Fafda, Thepla, Handvo, Ganthia, etc. A Traditional
Gujarati Thalis served in silver platterconsisting of Dal (lentils), rice, vegetables, rotisand it is
incomplete without crispy fried Farsan, chaas(Buttermilk), sweetmeats, sour chutneys and
pickles. The dinner basically consists of Bhakhri-Shak or Khicdi Kadhi.

Traditional Gujarati Dressing styles:

Patola Silk from Patan is renowned across the nation and is one of the biggest selling

fabrics; in fact, it is one of the finest hand woven sarees produced today. Gharchola and Panetar

are the silk and zari woven saris tie-dyed or block printed; these are specifically worn by a
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Guijarati Bride. Besides, the Abhas (a traditional costume) of Kutch has entered the world of
High fashion. Abha is the typical choli worn by women folk and Kanjari is a long blouse
beautifully embroidered and the mirror work. Chania Cholis are traditional dresses worn by
females during Navratri (the longest dance festival) while the men wear kediyas.
Traditional Gujarati Homes (Interiors):

With the rise in standard of living of Gujaratis they now live in well ventilated,
furnished homes and flats yet, the rich heritage feels and ethinic living dwells in Gujarat. The
traditional homes and wodden houses exist in rural Gujarat. Gujaratis not only dwell in houses
with exclusive interiors but also care for birds and so, built a special “Chabutara” for bird
feeding that is the beauty of many traditional homes in Gujarat.

Traditional Gujarati Ornaments:

Pachchikam jewellery originally from Kutch, has now acclaimed and is in trend these
days. The unique aspect of Pachchikam is that instead gold it makes use of silver and is thus,
quite affordable. Apart from this Gujarati woman are very fond of carrying a bunch of keys on
their waist and the key ring holder is generally made of silver. Other jewellery which a Gujarati
woman wears is mangalsutra, earrings, necklace, rings and bangles.

Traditional Gujarati Languages:

The traditional Language spoken in Gujarat is basically known as “Gujarati”; the
language is spoken by 46 million people and is 26th most spoken native language in the world.
Apart from this the language differs according to the geographical locations like Surti,
charotari, kathiyawadi and kutchi languages.

Gujarati Literature:

Guijarati Literature is segregated in 3 periods vizRasas, Phagus and Vilasas. While in
the 16th century was strongly influenced two renowned poets Narismha Mehta and Bhalana.
Besides, the contemporary Gujarati texts wereinitiated by Narmada Shankar (Ragrang),
Mansukhram Tripathi, Naval Ram, K. M. Munshi and Mahatma Gandbhi.

Traditional Gujarati Faiths & Beliefs:

Guijaratis believe in various gods and goddesses, besides give greatest importance to
cow as they consider it as mother “Gau-Mata”. Gujarati Jains occupy a significant place in
Guijarati society and economy as well. The lifecycle ceremonies are performed by Brahmans;
the most important ceremonies in the lives of Gujaratis are birth, thread ceremony, marriage
and death. The major festivals are Navratri and Diwali. Navratri is the festival exclusively

celebrated in Gujarat, it is festival of “nine nights” involving important folk dance performed
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by both males and females known as Ras and Garbas. Ultimately, Gujaratis are full of life and
are often found mingling and enjoy all religions without differentiating the castes or
communities.

“We feel very proud and privileged to be born in the land of Gandhi, to be speaking the
same language as Gandhi did, to be living on the banks of the river where Mahatma built his
ashram.” Shri Narendra Modi.

Guijarat is a state in western India that has a rich and diverse cultural heritage. Gujarat
is known for its vibrant colours, energetic festivals, artistic crafts, melodious music, delicious
cuisine and hospitable people. Gujarat has a long history of civilization, religion, trade and
culture that has shaped its identity and values. In this article, we will explore some of the
aspects of the cultural heritage of Gujarat.

History and Architecture

Gujarat has witnessed the rise and fall of many empires and kingdoms, such as the
Harappan civilization, the Mauryan empire, the Gupta dynasty, the Solanki dynasty, the
Mughals, the Marathas and the British. Each of these periods left behind their mark on the
architecture and monuments of Gujarat. Some of the examples are:

The ancient city of Lothal, which was one of the major ports and urban centers of the
Indus Valley Civilization. It has remains of a dockyard, a warehouse, a marketplace, a drainage
system and a citadel. The Uparkot Fort in Junagadh, which was built by Chandragupta Maurya
in the 4th century BCE. It has several attractions such as Buddhist rock-cut caves, step-wells,
temples and cannons.

The Laxmi Vilas Palace in Vadodara, which was built by Maharaja Sayajirao Gaekwad
[11 in the 19th century. It is one of the largest private residences in the world and showcases a
blend of Indo-Saracenic, European and Mughal styles of architecture. The Mahabat Magbara
in Junagadh, which is a mausoleum of Nawab Mahabat Khan II. It is a masterpiece of Indo-
Islamic architecture with intricate carvings, minarets, domes and arches.

The Rani Ki Vav in Patan, which is a UNESCO World Heritage Site. It is a step-well that
was built by Queen Udayamati in the 11th century. It has seven levels of stairs and more than

500 sculptures depicting Hindu mythology and cosmology.
Art and Craft

Gujarat is famous for its art and craft that reflect its cultural diversity and creativity.
Guijarat has a variety of handicrafts such as textiles, pottery, woodwork, metalwork, jewelry,

embroidery, painting and puppetry. Some of the examples are The Patola silk sarees, which are
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hand-woven using a complex technique of tie-dyeing and weaving. They have intricate
geometric patterns and vibrant colours that make them unique and expensive.

The Kutch embroidery, which is a form of needlework that uses colourful threads,
mirrors, beads and sequins to create elaborate designs on fabrics. It has different styles such as
Rabari, Ahir, Suf, Mutwa and Jat.

The Rogan painting, which is a traditional art form that uses a thick paste made from
castor oil and natural colours to create floral and animal motifs on cloth. It is done by hand
using a metal rod or a stylus. The Mata ni Pachedi, which is a sacred cloth that depicts the
stories of Hindu goddesses. It is made by block printing or painting with natural dyes on cotton
fabric. It is used as a backdrop for worship or as a wall hanging.

The Pithora painting, which is a ritualistic art form that involves painting the walls of
houses with images of gods, goddesses, animals and scenes from daily life. It is done by the
Rathwa and Bhil tribes using natural colours and brushes made from bamboo or neem twigs.
Music and Dance

Guijarat has a rich tradition of music and dance that express its joyous spirit and festive
mood. Gujarat has various forms of folk music such as bhajans (devotional songs), garba (songs
for dance), raas (songs for stick dance), sugam sangeet (light music) and dayro (songs for
storytelling). Some of the famous singers are Hemu Gadhvi, Avinash Vyas, Purushottam
Upadhyay, Praful Dave and Kirtidan Gadhvi. Gujarat also has various forms of folk dance such
as garba (circular dance), raas (stick dance), dandiya (sword dance), tippani (stick dance with
metal caps), bhavai (dance drama) and padhar (fishermen's dance). Some of the famous dancers
are Mallika Sarabhai, Mrinalini Sarabhai, Manjari Chaturvedi and Kruti Patel.

Cuisine and L.ifestyle

Gujarat has a diverse and delicious cuisine that reflects its geographical and cultural
diversity. Gujarat has four main regions: Kutch, Saurashtra, North Gujarat and South Gujarat.
Each region has its own specialties and flavours. Some of the common dishes are dhokla
(steamed rice cake), khandvi (rolled gram flour snack), thepla (flatbread with spices), undhiyu
(mixed vegetable curry), dal dhokli (wheat dumplings in lentil soup), khichdi (rice and lentil
dish), kadhi (yogurt and gram flour soup), handvo (savory cake) and shrikhand (sweet yogurt
dessert). Gujarat is also known for its street food such as fafda-jalebi (fried snack and syrupy
sweet), khaman (spongy gram flour cake), sev-usal (spicy peas and noodles), dabeli (stuffed

bread with potato and chutney) and pav-bhaji (bread and vegetable mash).
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Guijarat has a lifestyle that is influenced by its traditions, values and beliefs. Gujarat is
a land of festivals that celebrate various occasions such as harvest, seasons, mythology, history
and culture. Some of the famous festivals are Navratri (nine nights of dance), Diwali (festival
of lights), Uttarayan (kite flying festival), Holi (festival of colours), Janmashtami (birth of Lord
Krishna) and Rath Yatra (chariot procession). Gujarat is also a land of legends that have
inspired many stories, poems, films and plays. Some of the famous legends are Narsinh Mehta,

Akho, Mirabai, Dayanand Saraswati, Mahatma Gandhi, Sardar Patel and Dhirubhai Ambani.
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Surya’s Sectarian Saga: Temples Leading to the Masterpiece at Modhera
Kanan Ramkrishna Mistry

Introduction:

The Sun Temple at Modhera stands as a magnificent testament to ancient temple
architecture, commissioned in 1026 A.D. by the Solanki ruler Bhimadeva | (Lobo: 1982).
Situated in the modest town of Modhera, within the Mehsana district of North Gujarat
(Mankodi: 2015), this temple complex is a captivating embodiment of cultural pride and
architectural finesse. Recognized by UNESCO under its tentative list in 2022 for its historical
and cultural significance, the temple's sheer beauty beckons visitors to explore the rich heritage
it bestows upon us.

Contrary to common belief, the Sun Temple at Modhera is not a solitary marvel; rather,
it represents the culmination of an idea that evolved over centuries. In an era where the worship
of Surya has waned, it is essential to unravel the temple's origins, tracing its developmental
journey from a conceptual seed to the awe-inspiring structure we witness today. This paper
aims to unveil the roots of temple-building activities in the region taking into consideration the
sun temples only as evolutionary examples and the concurrent literary traditions that
propagated the veneration of Surya as a sectarian deity, inspiring the creation of magnificent
structures dedicated to the all-pervading Surya.

Historical background

In the 10th century, North Gujarat came under the dominion of the Chaulukyas, also
known as the Solanki rulers, with their capital established in Annahilpura Patan, the present-
day city of Patan (Majumdar: 1956). The influence of their reign extended beyond North
Gujarat, encompassing regions in Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh, and Maharashtra (Majumdar:
1956). The Solanki era marked a period of stability and substantial patronage in Gujarat,
ushering in a golden age that fostered diverse forms of arts and crafts, thereby shaping the
region's distinctive identity (Parikh: 2005).

The Sun Temple at Modhera

The Sun temple complex on the ground plan comprises of the water tank, known as the
Rama Kunda or Surya Kunda. Kirti-torana of which only the pillar remains followed by a
Sabha Mandapa, Ranga Mandapa or Nritya Mandapa which in turn leads us to the Gudha
Mandapa and the Garbhagriha with a pradakshinapatha around it. (UNESCO)
(Majumdar:1990).
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In elevation each monument is treated in a uniqe way adhe_ring to the principles of
Shilpashastras. This is built in the Maru Gurjara style of architecture as has been formulated
and explained as an epitome of the evolution of temple architecture in western India by Dhaky
(Pramodchandra: 1975).

In terms of elevation, the primary temple structure is broadly categorized into three
sections: The Pitha, forming the foundational base; the mandovara, constituting the wall
section rising above the Pitha; and the Shikhara, situated atop. The opulence of the temple is
gauged by the intricately carved layers adorning each of these three distinct components
(Parikh: 2005). This detailed craftsmanship serves as a key identifier of the era in which the
temple was constructed. The inception of intricate carvings can be traced back to the reign of
the Solanki kings, during which numerous temples, akin to this one in beauty and execution,
were constructed and still stand today under their patronage (Parikh: 2005).

This temple's distinctive architectural expression lies in its creation for a once-ubiquitous deity,
Surya, whose worship has waned in contemporary times.
Surya in Cultural and Literary Tradition

Surya right from the conception of time has been highly regarded by humanity across
the globe. This primordial energy which could be experienced everywhere, the source of which
is worshipped by all cultures around the world. The source of this energy, the Solar orb, which
is visible is considered to be a deity with benevolent and malevolent qualities and thus needed
to be appeased time to time to ensure His benevolent side (Srivastava: 1975) This would have
been observed the most by the people right from the Pre-historic times when men moved
around as hunter and food gatherer. When the early men started settling down in their respective
areas, into organized societies developing the unique features of their culture, but something
that commonly prevailed across was the belief in the Primordial source of energy (Pandya:
2010)
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The Aryans who primarily were the pastoralists believed in appeasing Surya with the
hymns. The sun had multiple names and forms and each was worshipped for its different aspect
(Pandya: 2010).

The Epics reverentially praise Surya as the supreme deity, particularly highlighted in
Valmiki's Ramayana. In a pivotal moment during the battle against Ravana in Lanka, when
Rama found himself evenly matched and fatigued, sage Agastya provided him with the solace
and guidance to recite the Adityahridayam Stotram. This sacred chant played a crucial role in
Rama's triumph over Ravana and the subsequent liberation of Sita [Ramayana: 6.107.1-31].
Numerous Puranic narratives venerate Surya as the supreme deity. Over time, he has assumed
distinct forms akin to other sectarian gods. An exceptional manifestation of his identity
prompted the construction of temples exclusively dedicated to him (Pandya: 2001). During the
reign of the Gupta emperors, hailed as the Classical Age of India, the initiation of temple

construction marked the emergence of various sects (Srivastava: 1975).

The earliest temple and subsequent evolution in temple building

2. Gop .

Guijarat also witnessed the establishment f its earliest temple in the village known as
Zinavari Gop or Juna Gop, at the foothills of Barda hills in the Jamnagar district. This temple,
named the Gop temple, holds historical significance as the earliest known structure built by
the Maitraka kings, dating back to the 6th century AD (Nanavati and Dhaky: 1969). The
Maitrakas, a ruling dynasty centered in the region of Saurashtra with Valabhi as their capital,
were pioneers in the early experiments of temple construction in Saurashtra. Their title,
"Maitraka," suggests their affiliation with sun worship, a belief reflected in the numerous
temples they commissioned, dedicated to Surya (Dhaky and Nanavati: 1969). Their
contemporaries were the Saindhava kings who ruled from Bhumilika, the modern day Ghumli
village and patronized temple building activities in the region.

The Gop temple stands proudly on an intricate platform adorned with numerous molded

projections and recesses, forming an outer ambulatory. Elevated on a notably high plinth, a
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wooden staircase, though no longer extant, once provided access to the temple. The sanctum,
situated above, is square in plan but currently lies in a state of ruin. Despite the dilapidation,
traces of iconography are discernible. The shikhara, with its phamsana style, is embellished
with gavaksha arches—two on the lower and one on the upper tiers—culminating in the
crowning amalaka, symbolizing its dedication to Surya (Nanavati and Dhaki: 1969) (Pandya:
2001).

The next in line is the temple at Srinagar, a village in Porbandar district. This temple
is also dedicated to Sun. On the platform there used to be a closed wall around the sanctum
and the mandapa which is no longer there. The walls of the sanctum are plain topped by a
band of rafters ends and a kapota. The four tiered superstructure is decorated with very large
Chandrasala in order 3, 2 and 1, the finial tier being plain. The karna kutas are visible on the
corners. It is topped by a multi ribbed amalaka, a ghanta and a stupi. (Nanavati and Dhaki:
1969) (Pandya 2001)

4. Sun temple, Sutrapada

The subsequent temple in the narrative of temple evolution is another Sun temple
located in Sutrapada village near Prabhas Patan. This temple features a sanctum alongside a
mandapa, complete with a pradakshina patha. While it is deemed a genuine Nagara Shikhara,
its design, though archaic, boasts a pyramidal spire adorned with the distinctive amalaka
(Nanavati and Dhaki: 1969) (Pandya 2001) (Pandya: 2010) (Ramkrishna: 2013). The roof of

29| Page



ISBN-978-81-969178-0-7
First Edition

the hall is constructed from laminated slabs, remaining in an unfinished state. Dating back to
700 AD, this temple adds another chapter to the evolving tale of temple architecture (Nanavati
and Dhaky: 1969).

5. Bhimdeval

Near the Prachi Tirtha stands the Bhimdeval temple, a pivotal contribution to the
evolution of regional temple architecture dedicated to Surya. Distinguishing itself with a larger
size compared to the previously discussed temples, its anek-andaka shikhara is noteworthy,
featuring early instances of urushringas and a sizable amalaka. The temple also includes a
gudhamandapa, albeit with a missing roof, mirroring the architectural plan of larger Maitraka
temples, complete with ruchaka pillars and sloping roofs for side aisles and ambulatory
(Pandya 2001) (Pandya: 2010) (Ramkrishna: 2013).

This temple further showcases the iconography of Dandi and Pingala, the assistants of
Surya (Nanavati and Dhaki: 1969). Notably, it is believed that Kumarpala Solanki, the 12th-
century ruler of Gujarat, undertook repairs on this temple, which is estimated to be
approximately three centuries older, placing its origin around the 9th century (Nanavati and
Dhaki: 1969).

Indeed, the few temples which were dedicated to the Sun only are highlighted in this
paper offering just a glimpse into the vast array of different sectarian structures that contribute
to the evolutionary journey from the Pre-Solanki temple architecture to the pinnacle of the
Maru Gurjara or the refined Solanki style, exemplified by the Sun Temple at Modhera. The
architectural tapestry woven by these temples reflects the rich heritage and artistic ingenuity
that has shaped the cultural landscape of Gujarat. Each temple, a chapter in this unfolding
narrative, adds its unigue essence to the overarching story of temple evolution in the region.
Prabhasa Kshetra

In addition to archaeological findings that follow, there exists Puranic evidence of
Prabhasa Kshetra, as documented in the Skanda Purana. This ancient text narrates stories

explaining the origins and significance of the region surrounding the Somnath temple, known
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as Prabhasa Kshetra. According to the Skanda Purana, this sacred land is where the effulgence
of Surya was molded into form by Vishvakarma. The radiant light of the Sun that bathed this
part of the land led to the nomenclature "Prabhasa”. And also the tales regarding the origin of
the family of Surya are given here, giving it a complete picture of a sectarian deity [SKP:11.1-
225] (Pandya 2010) (Ramkrishna: 2013).

As Prabhasa Kshetra holds sacred reverence for Surya, a comprehensive list of Sun
temples, along with detailed accounts of each, has been compiled. This compilation,
encompassing the geographical boundaries of Prabhasa Kshetra, serves as a testament to the
spiritual and historical significance attributed to this region (Pandya: 2010) (Pandya: 2012).
While not all temples from this list may still stand, the existence of humerous Sun temples
within the Prabhasa Kshetra remains a testament to the enduring legacy of solar worship in
the region and its evolution into a popular sectarian deity.

Few of the temples discussed here in this paper fall in the area of the Prabhasa Kshetra
(Pandya 2010) (Ramkrishna: 2013)

Conclusion:

The Sun Temple at Modhera stands as the quintessence of Maru Gurjara architecture,
a style meticulously fostered by the Solanki rulers of Anahilapura Patan and devoted to the
worship of Surya. However, achieving the pinnacle of architectural precision witnessed in the
Modhera temple involved a gradual and intricate evolution spanning five centuries.

The journey commenced in the heart of the Saurashtra region during the 6th century
A.D, where the Maitraka rulers undertook experimental constructions, laying the foundation
for subsequent temple endeavors dedicated to various deities. As the Sun cult gained
popularity, fueled by stories in the Epic-Puranic literature, particularly under the influence of
Samba, Krishna's son, and the Maga Brahmins, the architectural landscape underwent
continuous transformations. Over time, however, the allure of the Sun cult diminished, fading
into obscurity during the medieval period.

To truly grasp and appreciate the mesmerizing beauty of the Sun Temple at Modhera,
one must embark on a historical journey, unraveling the threads of its evolution and
understanding the cultural intricacies that have sculpted its magnificent architecture. The
temple at Modhera is not just a testament to architectural finesse but also a reflection of the
dynamic cultural shifts and evolving beliefs that shaped its existence.
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Abstract-

Located along the western coast of India, Gujarat is the fifth-largest state of the country.
The state has preserved its ancient history, culture and traditions since ages past. Recognized
easily through its energy, colors and amiability, Gujarat is the ninth most populated state of
India. To understand the absolute diversity and unique culture of Gujarat, we dive into the
various aspects that define the state and its people. The state of Gujarat is a trove of rich heritage
and cultural history. The structures and monuments built with ancient technology stand tall in
their domineering stature. The city of Siddhpur, for example, displays the relics of old centuries
through its colorful mansions that belong to the Dawoodi Bohra Muslim community. The
ancient city of Baroda (now, VVadodara) is where the royal family of Gaekwad established their
kingdom in the 18th century. The sweeping Laxmi Vilas Palace located in this city displays
Indo-Saracenic architecture. There are several other brilliant palatial buildings like the
Naulakha Palace, Prag Mahal Palace, Vijay Vilas Palace and Lakhota Palace which are
treasured insights into the legacy of architectural marvels. The majestic mosque of Jama
Masjid is situated in the city of Ahmedabad is an example of architectural ingenuity with its
fine, intricate details and splendid design. The Sidi Bashir Mosque with the Jhulta Minara and

the Sidi Saiyed Mosque are monuments of exquisite Islamic architecture.
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Introduction-

The Uparkot Fort dates back to 319 BC and was built by Chandragupta Maurya. It
exhibits several ancient structures including step-wells and Buddhist rock-cut caves. The Bai
Harir ni Vav at Ahmedabad, the Adalaj stepwell and Rani Ki Vav at Patan are examples of
spectacular step-wells that narrate fascinating tales of history. Most forts in Gujarat are made
of stones, with arches and expansive gates adding to their grandeur. The design and layout were
influenced by the methods of warfare that were prevalent during the time of its construction.
Some famous names are those of Lakhota Fort in Jamnagar, Pavagadh Fort in Panchmahal
District, Old Fort in Surat, llva Durga in Idar and Zinzuwada Fort in Rann of Kutch.

Mahatma Gandhi is also recognized as one of the state’s most prodigious authors. Noted
for their vigor and simplicity, Gandhi’s writings in Gujarati have exerted a strong influence on
modern Gujarati prose.

Heritage of Library: -

Much before the era of the printing press, books were written by hand, which are today
known as manuscripts! And there's a whole library of manuscripts in Ahmedabad which has a
collection of more than 4,000 manuscripts in Arabic and Persian languages. Interestingly, this
library gets visitors who deal with history, from across the world. It is a favorite among history
scholars and researchers because of its valuable books.

The Pir Muhammad Shah Library is the oldest library of Ahmedabad, located at Pankornaka.
The library is on the premises of the tomb-shrine complex of Pir Muhammad Shah, a Sufi saint
who was born in Bijapur in 1688 and migrated to Ahmedabad in 1711.

According to historian Rizwan Kadri, the library has many unexplored documents.
"Most of the documents stored in the library are in Urdu and Arabic languages, which have not
been explored so far. There are many untold stories there which need to be told," said the
historian.

Kadri further said that the library itself, which was established so many years ago, has
historic value. "The library has the original seal of Ahmad Shah and a book that belongs to his
time. Interestingly, the library has a rare handwritten version of the Quran by Aurangzeb,"
Kadri added.

"This place doesn't have regular readers. But we do have regular researchers and
scholars as it is a gold mine for aspirants. The library has more foreign visitors than locals. It
has a collection of books which was founded more than 250 years ago with some 300

manuscripts,” said the caretaker of the library. During his lifetime, Pir Muhammad Shah, along

67 |Page



ISBN-978-81-969178-0-7
First Edition

with his devoted disciples, amassed a treasure trove of manuscripts and books, encompassing
a wealth of academic and spiritual wisdom. This invaluable collection finds its residence in the
esteemed "kutubkhana". The Pir himself was a gifted bilingual poet, penning abundant verses
in Persian and Dakhani.

Today, the library stands as a testament to its illustrious past, harboring more than 4,000
manuscripts—the largest collection in Western India, alongside a rich trove of over 25,000
books. Its extensive catalog covers diverse subjects such as spirituality, Quran Knowledge,
music, literature, history, geography, language, astronomy, astrology, agriculture and more.

Within its hallowed halls, one can explore literature in Urdu, Gujarati, Arabi, Parsi,
Hindi, and English. The library features a special chamber dedicated to ancient manuscripts,
some dating back 800 years, as well as a display of Hazrat Pir Mohammad Shah's personal
belongings, carefully encased in glass to ensure their preservation.

Translations of sacred texts and unique manuscripts

The library's treasures extend beyond its own collection, offering translations of sacred
texts such as the Bible, Rigveda, and Geeta. Visitors are also privileged to behold unique
manuscripts, including a handwritten Quran by the illustrious Mughal Emperor Aurangzeb.

This historic repository not only embodies a wealth of knowledge, wisdom, and
heritage but also exudes an aura of serenity and tranquility. Explore the mosque, wander
through the tranquil courtyard, lose yourself in the pages of ancient tomes, marvel at rare
manuscripts, and surrender to the enchantment of bygone era. A captivating journey back in
time wait within these hallowed walls.

The oldest library of Ahmedabad, Hazrat Pir Mohammad Shah Library, is blessed
with quietness of the mosque that surrounds it. Ahmedabad has internationally carved its
identity on the globe through the numerous mosques dotted across the city.

Traditional Dresses of Gujarat

The traditional dress of Gujarati culture often has tie-dye or block prints. The Patola
silk forms an essential part of the attire representing Gujarati culture. The vibrant women’s
costume of Chaniya Choli is significant during festivities, especially the Navratri Mahotsav. It
is a long, heavy skirt worn with a blouse and a dupatta called Chunni, all embedded with mirror
work. Abhas is the representative traditional outfit worn by women of Kutch.

The men usually wear Kurta and Dhoti. The cotton Chorno pants are light and are very
suited for the hot climate. Their Kediyu top is a frock-like, colorful clothing usually worn

during joyous festivities. They often wear a headgear called Phento.
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The gorgeous silk saree of Gharchola with its zari-embroidery and the white Panetar
saree with its red bandhani border are traditional bridal attire. The Kurta of the groom, on the
other hand, is adorned with intricate embroidery.

Gujarat Food Culture

The cuisine of Gujarat is primarily vegetarian. The conventional meal consists of roti,
rice, dal and vegetable preparation. A sweet dish like ‘gur’ or jaggery and Aam Shrikhand
follows after as dessert. Gujarat’s most traditional and authentic delicacies include Dhokla,
Thepla, Dal Dhokli, Undhiyu, Fafda, Handvo, Ganthia, Khandvi and Gujarati Khadi. Pickles,
Farsans and Chutney are great accompaniments for heavy meals. The conventional dinner of a
Guijarati includes khichdi-kadhi or bhakri-shak.

Fairs and Festivals of Gujarat

Guijarat is characterized by invigorating cultural festivals that are a reflection of its
diverse population. People from other states visit Gujarat to witness and participate in the grand
celebration of festivals like Navratri Mahotsav, Diwali, Rann Utsav, Rath Yatra and Makar
Sankranti.

The Dang Darbar Fair is organized to honor the rulers and leaders of villages who
gathered for Durbar during the British rule in India. It is held in the Dangs district, of a mostly
tribal population. Some other important fairs that are organized in the state include Shamlaji
Mela, Bhadra Purnima Utsav and Mahadev Utsav.

The Rann Utsav is a carnival of exquisite arts and crafts, music, dance and the natural
brilliance of the white Rann. Through its thorough execution and excellent designing, the
culture of the state is represented in all its colors.

Tourism in Gujarat

The cities of Gujarat are its cultural pride. The ancient Dwarka, its first capital, is one
of the sacred ‘Char Dham’ Hindu pilgrimage sites.

In 2017, Ahmedabad was declared as India’s first UNESCO World Heritage City. It is
an abode of a diverse community of people about Hinduism, Islam and Jainism. Gandhi’s
Ashram is a historically significant place of tourist attraction in Ahmedabad. Other important
places include the city of Siddhpur, the hill station of Saputara (or “abode of serpents”), and
the dockyard and trading center of Harappa, Lothal.

Gujarat is a state of the magnificent history of architectural wonders. And such is
reflected in its numerous places of worship. The Sun Temple at Modhera village was built by

the rulers of the Solanki dynasty in the 11th century. The pilgrimage destinations of
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Dwarkadhish Temple, the Somnath Temple and the Shatrunjaya Hill Temples are renowned
all across India.

There are several wildlife and bird sanctuaries located in Gujarat. The Velavadar
Blackbuck National Park prides itself in the largest population of Blackbuck and the rare,
spiral-horned Indian antelope. The Nalsarovar Bird Sanctuary, Gir National Park and the
Narara Marine National Park are some other attractive sites.

The great semi-arid region of Rann of Kutch is a major cultural and tourist attraction.

Besides, Sabarkantha district’s Polo Forest and Idar Hill Fort are must-visit for history lovers.
Gulf of Khambhat

Gulf of Khambhat, trumpet-shaped gulf of the Arabian Sea, indenting northward the
coast of Gujarat state, western India, between Mumbai (Bombay) and the Kathiawar Peninsula.
It is 120 miles (190 km) wide at its mouth between Diu and Daman, but it rapidly narrows to
15 miles (24 km). The gulf receives many rivers, including the Sabarmati, Mahi, Narmada
(Narbada) and Tapti. Its shape and its orientation in relation to the southwest monsoon winds
account for its high tidal range (40 feet [12 meters]) and the high velocity of the entering tides.
Shoals and sandbanks are treacherous to navigation, and all the gulf ports have suffered from
silting caused by tides and flood torrents from the rivers. On the eastern side of the gulf
are Bharuch, one of the oldest Indian ports, and Surat, identified with early European
commercial contacts with India. The town of Khambhat is at the head of the gulf. Although the
importance of the gulf ports has been only local, the discovery and exploration of oil—
particularly near Bharuch, around the head of the gulf, and in the offshore Mumbai High field—

has caused a commercial revival in the region.

Occupation in Gujarat
The chief occupation of the state is agriculture people primarily engage in farming crops

like rice, wheat, sugarcane, millet and cotton. Milk and dairy products are also significant
outputs. Industrial products like cement and petroleum provide a major contribution to the
economy. The automobile industry, pharmaceuticals and tourism generate significant income
for the people of Gujarat.

The film industry of Gujarat has always brought distinct forms of cinematic art other
than mainstream entertainment. It is a major regional and vernacular film industry of India. Its

first movie was in 1932, titled ‘Narsinh Mehta’.
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The people of Gujarat have preserved its customs and traditions despite the influence
of modernization. They form an ethnically diverse community with their unique histories and
practices. The state’s identity adhered to the life of the people.
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